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Last Saturday, Avery Lorah, Sherry Lorah and Robin Roscher
ventured out on the charter boat, “Over-Board” with Capt. Dustin
Lorah and caught 4 king mackerel, 6 triggerfish and 2 black sea bass.
All of the action took place at the First Lump with the mackerels
hitting trolled spoons and bucktails and the triggerfish and sea bass
eating squid and cut bluefish.  Sherry, kept her reputation alive as a
triggerfish slayer, catching the largest of the day.

Hopefully, this group of anglers fishing on the charter boat,
“Marli” have a lot of neighbors who like to eat tuna because they
went home with many coolers full of meat.  Will Kitts, Corey
Lokhaiser, Jim Workinger, Dave Grove and Wayne Browning
muscled in 18 yellowfins, a pair of mahi and even released a blue
marlin, estimated at 250 lbs., while trolling in the Washington
Canyon with Capt. Mark Hoos and mates Michael Butler and Chase
Neiderer.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.
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Bridget Cochran, Peggy Cochran and Gary Cochran, all from Harleysville, PA and John Hunsberger and Sean Glavin from Philadelphia,
PA had the best trip of the year on the charter boat, “Get Sum” with Capt. Nick Clemente and mate Liz Brittingham.  The anglers caught
8 keeper flounder, measuring up to 19-inches, while drifting white Gulp Swimming Mullets in the Ocean City Inlet and in the bay behind
Castaway’s Campground. Pictured back at the dock at the Ocean City Fishing Center.
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What a great week to be
fishing out of Ocean City.  White
and blue marlin were caught in
the canyons, dolphin are
everywhere, yellowfins were
numerous in the Washington
Canyon, flounder are starting to
snap on ocean structure and
flatties were caught all over the
bay.  And that doesn’t even
count the excitement seen at the
Ocean City Tuna Tournament
over the weekend.  We are
heading into the heart of our
fishing season and it looks like,
weather permitting, it is
stacking up to be a good one!

Ocean City
Tuna Tournament

On pages 68 to 72 you will
find complete coverage,
including pictures of winners in
last weekends Ocean City Tuna
Tournament.  This year there
were 104 boats entered in the
tournament, a significant
increase from the 88 registered

last year.  We also saw prize
money increase from $785,000 to
over $857,000 this year. 
We didn’t see as many 5-fish

stringers as I thought we would,
considering the number of
yellowfins we saw in the days
prior to the tournament, but it
was still an exciting 3-days at
the scale and, as always, the last
day didn’t disappoint. 

Marlin
We have to start this section

off with the incredible catch last
Saturday on the “Marlin Gale”.
Mark and Ken Steiding,
Brandon and Gary Prettyman,
Capt. Brandon Speilman and
mates Aaron Greenberg and Ben
Barwick racked up 5 blue marlin
releases and a white marlin
release while trolling in 200
fathoms between the
Washington and Norfolk
Canyons.  Two of the blue
marlins were in the 400 lb. range
and the others looked to be

continue to return with loads of
dolphin, although most are on
the small side and caught while
bailing with light rods.  We did
see several big, bull dolphin hit
the scale this week led by Paul
Lebling’s 49 pounder caught
while trolling ballyhoo in 150
fathoms in the Washington
Canyon.    Also in the Tuna
Tournament, Charlie Gaskill
caught a 42 pounder on a
trolled, skirted ballyhoo on the
East Wall of the Washington
Canyon and Jason Goozh caught
a 36 pounder in the Norfolk
Canyon while fishing on the
“Reel Chaos”.  Finally, anglers
on the “All In” boated a 40 lb.
bull in the Washington Canyon.

Sailfish
Last week, Mike Lowe on

the “Canyon Hunter” was
trolling ballyhoo in 100 fathoms
in the Washington Canyon when
he caught and released a sailfish
that was estimated to weigh 70
lbs.

Cobia
We are starting to see a few

cobia show up in local waters.
Nicky Ferrara had an interesting
catch when he ventured out on
his fish-rigged jet ski and
hooked a pair of cobia only 1-
mile off the coast of Bethany, DE.
Earlier in the week, Mitchell
Clark on the headboat, “Judith
M” caught a 31 pounder inshore
of the African Queen.  If you are
heading in from the Bass
Grounds or the canyons, keep an
eye around Great Gull and Little
Gull.  We usually start to see
cobia cruising the surface and
they are typically interested in
bucktails thrown their way.

Sea Bass
With sea bass fishing being

hit-or-miss over the last few
weeks, most inshore boats,
including headboats, are
flipping over to flounder
fishing.  We did see a good size,
4 lb. 5 oz. knothead caught mid-

between 250 and 300 lbs.  To say
this was an incredible day is an
understatement and a day that I
don’t remember ever seeing,
blue marlin wise, in all my years
publishing the Coastal
Fisherman.  Congratulations to
the entire “Marlin Gale” crew.
White and blue marlin were

caught all over last week.  We
saw them come in from deep in
the canyons and inshore of the
Washington Canyon.  On
Sunday, “The Zipper” released a
white and a blue deep outside
the Poor Man’s

Tuna
Yellowfin tuna action

centered in the Washington
Canyon anywhere from 100 to
300 fathoms.  The bite hasn’t
been as good as it was several
weeks ago, as evidenced by the
low number of 5-fish stringers
we saw during the Tuna
Tournament last weekend, but
the size of the average fish
continues to be impressive,
falling in the 35 to 55 lb. range.
We also saw some yellowfins
inshore around the Hot Dog,
Hambone and Massey’s
Canyon, a triangle that saw
good activity during the 2017
season.
Bluefin tuna have been

scarce, but we saw the 144
pounder caught in the
tournament on the “Playmate”
in Massey’s Canyon.  Also, as
this report is being written on
Monday, anglers on the charter
boat, “That’s Right” captured a
59-incher near Massey’s
Canyon.

Dolphin
Boats hitting the canyons in

search of yellowfin tuna
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week
by Tim Matteson while fishing
on an artificial reef.

Triggerfish
Anglers looking for

triggerfish are finding good
numbers interested in their
offerings of cut bait at Winter
Quarter Shoal, Fenwick Shoal
and Great Gull Shoal.

Red Drum
On Saturday, Dave Nies was

surf fishing off Assateague
Island when he hooked a 50-
inch red drum on a strip of
squid.  Since you can only keep
red drum that are between 18
and 27-inches, Dave’s fish was
released to live another day.

Flounder
Looking through the pages

of the last couple of Coastal
Fisherman, it is easy to see that
flounder fishing this year has
been good.  Right now, the key is
finding clean water, and on
some days this can be quite a
challenge.  Capt. Nick Clemente
on the “Get Sum” and Capt.
Dave Caffrey on the “On the
Run” have both put their anglers
on some good catches of flatties
and each will tell you that some
days they need to hit multiple
spots to get keepers in the cooler.

The top spot right now is the
East Channel, particularly near
the old concrete plant just north
of the Rt. 50 Bridge, but anglers
are also having good results
hitting the north end of the East
Channel and up along the docks
behind Harbour Island.  We are
also starting to see more fish
being caught around the South
Jetty and the bay behind the
Ocean City Airport produced
some good catches as well.
This season, the top bait, by

far, has been a white 4-inch Gulp
Swimming Mullet.  We have
seen this artificial bait take off
over the last several years, but
for some reason, this season it is
really been the hot bait.  Right
behind it is the tried-and-true
live minnow followed by a
flounder pounder favorite of
flounder belly.  Sea robin strips
are also a great, underrated bait
to use for flounder in addition to
strips of bluefish.
Over the last couple of

weeks, we have really seen the
flounder starting to move in to
inshore structure.  Many anglers
who have been hitting the
wrecks and reefs have told me
that they see a dramatic
improvement in this fishery.  If

you haven’t tried fishing for
flounder on ocean structure, you
should really give it a try.  First,
spend the lousy $50 and join the
Ocean City Reef Foundation.  It
will be the best “fishing” money
you will ever spend since it
gives you a book that contains
the coordinates of their entire
reef system.  Getting out on
these reefs and away from the
thousand boats in the East
Channel will give you an
incredibly enjoyable day and
you will wonder why you
haven’t taken advantage of it
sooner.

In the Surf
As we usually find this time

of year, there really isn’t much to
report from the surf.  If you want
to just bend a rod, there are
plenty of sharks, skates and rays

to keep you busy while soaking
any type of cut bait.  You may
also hook into a kingfish,
flounder or snapper bluefish.

Upcoming Tournament
This weekend is the world

famous Ocean City Marlin Club
Kid’s Classic.  Anglers can fish
either one or both days on
Saturday and Sunday with
weigh-ins at Sunset Marina on
Saturday from 3:00 to 6:30 PM
and 3:00 to 6:00 PM on Sunday.
If you have never “experienced”
the Kid’s Classic, you owe it to
yourself to swing by the scale
and see it for yourself.  It is quite
an event and you are guaranteed
to leave with a smile on your
face.
Until next week, I’ll see you

at the scales! 
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Last Thursday, anglers on the charter boat, “Restless Lady”
returned to the Talbot Street Pier after an overnight trip to the
Washington Canyon with 17 yellowfins and a 20 lb. wahoo in the
box.  Fishing with the dynamic duo of Capt. Todd Kurtz and
mate/brother Kevin Kurtz were Jon Gross from Suffern, NY, Gage
and Scott Sisek from Logan, OH and Fred Van Blarcom from
Columbus, OH. 

Maureen Bechtel of Ocean City, MD was fishing with her son,
Ken Bechtel at the north end of the East Channel when she caught a
pair of flounder measuring 17 1/2 and 18-inches.  Both were hooked
on live minnows during the last half hour of the incoming tide.
Pictured at the Coastal Fisherman office on Sunset Avenue.
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Mike Lowe caught and released this sailfish while fishing on the
“Canyon Hunter” with Capt. Travis Scott and mate Steve Samluk.
The sailfish, estimated at 70 lbs., was hooked on a naked ballyhoo in
100 fathoms in the Washington Canyon.
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that learning experience was
discovering that my drunken
gringo friends think I bear a
striking resemblance to the
famed Venezuelan Salsa
musician Oscar De Leon.  Also,
given enough liquid
encouragement, I will take on
the persona of Oscar De Leon
and perform for a crowded
restaurant in downtown
Puerto Viejo.  On a side note,
apparently “Me Llamo Oscar
De Leon y Canto Bueno” are
not lyrics in any song actually
written by Oscar De Leon (feel
free to use an online Spanish to
English translator to see
exactly what I was crooning to
the dinner crowd).
I am not sure if the night I

became Oscar De Leon was the
same night my favorite rig was
conceived, but it is possible.
Our merry band of travelers
had returned to the marina
complex after dinner and it
was time to prepare for the
next day of fishing.  For Capt.
Sluggo and Amigo Wayne that
meant getting as far away from
the rest of us as possible.  They
went up to their apartment
and double locked the door.  A
few in our group went to bed
in the staterooms on the boat.
That left K-Rock, Sea Bass, and
yours truly, Senor Oscar, to
consume Anniversario Rum
and strategize for the
following morning.  Drinks
were mixed and ideas were
freely exchanged.
Unfortunately, Sea Bass

Tournament season is now
in full swing in Ocean City.
This issue of the Coastal
Fisherman is chock full of
pictures from the Ocean City
Tuna Tournament.  One of my
favorite things about
tournaments is walking the
docks and seeing the baits and
rigs that people are using to
try and give themselves the
best chance at winning the
fancy trophy or the highly
sought after BIG cardboard
check (those things are tough
to cash, let me tell you).  Of
course, some people are
secretive about their lucky rigs
(just like certain captains’ VHF
radios mysteriously stop
working when they are getting
bites, but that is a topic for
another time), however, most
will be rigging right out in the
open for all to see, and I saw
quite a bit of that while
strolling down the docks this
week.
All of the fancy rigging I

saw going on for the Tuna
Tournament got me thinking
about some of the unique rigs I
have used over the years.
Probably my all time favorite
rig was conceived in Puerto
Viejo in Venezuela.  The
making of this rig

incorporated geometry,
climate control, recyclables
and just a smidge of drunken
ingenuity and resourcefulness.  
On this particular trip to

Venezuela, I was on vacation
rather than working.  This
allowed for me to kick back
and enjoy myself a little more
than if I was on the clock, so to
speak.  Me and a group of my
buddies had chartered a boat
called the “Ravenous” for a
week of marlin fishing.  My
good friends (and regular Fish
Stories featured personalities)
Capt. Sluggo and Amigo
Wayne were running the boat.
We were in their capable
hands and they were in for
something.
The daytime antics were

only outdone by the evening
shenanigans.  For example,
one of the things I learned
during the day was that blue
marlin become very aggressive
when you throw Polar beer
bottles at them while they are
trying to eat a teaser (Polar is
the national beer of
Venezuela).  Capt. Sluggo also
becomes very aggressive when
his charter clients throw beer
bottles at blue marlin while
they are trying to eat a teaser.
The night time equivalent of

quickly succumbed to
Venezuelan Rum Sleeping
Sickness and passed out on the
floor.  At this point, K-Rock
and I decided that since we
were awake and out of ideas,
we might as well start fishing
in the marina.
We went to Amigo

Wayne’s bait cooler and
selected a ballyhoo that was
rigged on a hook and leader
for trolling.  We rigged it up
and attached the leader to a
spare length of line we found
in the cockpit.  The bait was
dropped in the water and we
were officially fishing.  It
didn’t take us long to realize
that we might need some drop
back when our quarry grabbed
the bait, so we ran the line
through a release clip on the
port side outrigger.  It took
even less time to figure out
that it was much too hot for
two inebriated gringos to sit
outside and fish with a
handline.  Thankfully, the
length of line we found was
attached to a spool and we had
plenty more to use.  We let out
some more line and we were
fishing from the air
conditioned comfort of the
cabin.  
Just like I had earlier

learned that blue marlin have
an adverse reaction to glass
projectiles, I learned that K-
Rock and I have short
attention spans.  Fishing did
not hold our attention and a
bottle of rum did.  The only
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logical solution was to tether
our handline to something
sturdy.  Sea Bass was still
sleeping very soundly on the
floor and luckily for us he had
kicked off his shoes.  His big
toe worked perfectly as an
anchoring point.
The ballyhoo was in the

water.  The line was run up the
outrigger, threaded through
the cabin door and secured to
the snoozing Sea Bass.  I
thought we were perfectly set
up.  K-Rock did not.  He posed
a very simple question.
“How will we know if we

get a bite?  Sea bass won’t feel
it.”  I knew he was right.  What
could we do to improve our
rig?  Good thing for us there
happened to be some empty
Polar beer cans nearby (cans
lack the weight to be
accurately thrown at pelagic
species).  There was a bag of
peanuts on the counter and a
roll of tape in the junk drawer.
After some minor adjustments
for maximum rattle effect, the
partially peanut-filled Polar
can was affixed to the line
between Sea Bass’s toe and the

outrigger.
K-Rock and I were now

satisfied that we had done
everything we could to put the
odds of catching in our favor.
The only thing left to do was
wait for the bite...and continue
drinking rum.
A few drinks later, we were

interrupted by the rapid
rattling of the can.  The line
jerked tight and actually
snatched Seabass’ leg up in the
air before the rigger clip
released.  Sea Bass kept
snoring, but K-Rock and I
made our way to the cockpit
ready to do battle.  Alas, it was
not meant to be.  All of our
efforts had fallen short.
Nothing but a bare hook
remained.  My most favorite
rig had failed me.     
At least we weren’t in a

tournament.  And I still had
my singing career.             

Capt Franky Pettolina is Co-
Captain of the charter boat, “Last
Call”, owner of Pettolina Marine
Surveying, Inc. and multi-term
President of the Ocean City
Marlin Club.

Robert Skutovas of Vienna, MD was fishing with live bunker in
only 5-feet of water in the West Channel when he hooked into this
24-inch flounder during an early morning trip on July 12th.
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WEAKFISH
13” minimum

1 per person/day

SHEEPSHEAD
No limits in State Waters

SUMMER FLOUNDER
16.5” minimum 
4 per person/day

COBIA
No limits in State Waters

SPECKLED TROUT
12” minimum   
No daily limit

STRIPED BASS
28”- 37” and 44” and greater
2 per person/day off the coast

20-25” in DE River, Bay and tribs till 8/31

TAUTOG
16”  4 per person/day

7/17 to 12/31

BLACK SEA BASS
12.5” minimum

15 per person/day
05/15 - 9/21 & 10/22 - 12/31

BLUEFISH
No minimum size
10 per person/day

BLACK DRUM
16” minimum   

3 per person/day

CROAKER
8” minimum  
No daily limit

RED DRUM
20” - 27”

5 per person/day

Seth Hayes from Naples, FL caught and released a white marlin
in addition to teaming up with Kevin Legates from Milford, DE to
catch 14 yellowfin tuna and 3 mahi while fishing on the charter boat,
“Rhonda’s Osprey” with Capt. Joe Drosey and mates Matt Bierley
and Andrew Dotterweich.  The fish were caught on trolled ballyhoo
and spreader bars in 100 fathoms in the Washington Canyon.
Pictured back at the dock at Sunset Marina.
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Jeremy Labs, Travis Ebersole, Drew Mininger and Keith
Ebersole were fishing on a near shore wreck in 50-60 feet of water
when they caught 16 keeper flounder and some bluefish on
bucktails tipped with Gulp.  Their largest measured 23-inches. 

These anglers are going to need a gallon of batter for all the mahi
fingers they are going to make after spending the day fishing on the
charter boat, “Last Call” with Capt. Frank Pettolina, Capt. Franky
Pettolina and mate Chris Evans.  Anglers Brooke Duvall, Austin
Ascher and Zachary Healey ended their day with 31 mahi in the box,
caught on ballyhoo and Zukers in the Poor Man’s Canyon.  Pictured
back at the dock at the Ocean City Fishing Center.
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Michelle Klinedinst of Center Valley, PA used the Lewes
Harbour Stretch to show off the 22-inch flounder she caught while
drifting in the Thorofare.  Michelle was fishing on the “Six Pack”
when she hooked the big flattie on a live minnow.

During a trip on the charter boat, “Boss Hogg” with Capt. Corey
Kennington and mates Marshall Freng and Joey Coyle, anglers Chris
McManamom, Bill Romberger, Mike Tress, Danny Duranko, Jim
Wheeler and Eric Badorrek caught 8 yellowfin tuna and released a
white marlin in the Washington Canyon.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.
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Tim Matteson of Philadelphia, PA muscled in this 4 lb. 5 oz.
black sea bass after hooking it on a strip of squid at an artificial
ocean reef.  Tim was fishing on the headboat, “Angler” with Capt.
Chris Mizurak and mates Dean lo and Rich Fouts.

JenniferMcDowell, Tim McDowell and Tom Gdovin each
released a white marlin while fishing on the charter boat, “Last Call”
with anglers Roy and Jocelyn McDowell, Capt’s Frank and Franky
Pettolina and mate Chris Evans.  The fish were hooked on ballyhoo
in the Poor Man’s Canyon.  They also caught a load of mahi.
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Shank McCorkle from Lewes, DE caught an 18.5 lb. mahi during
a trip aboard the “Reel Chaotic” in the Washington Canyon.
Weighed at Lewes Harbour Marina.

Kai Urrestarazu from Rehoboth Beach, DE caught a 23-inch
flounder and Ryder Fedale from Wilmington, DE put an 18-incher in
the box while drifting minnows in the Indian River Inlet.  Photo
courtesy of Lewes Harbour Marina.
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Rob Fullerton, Rich Foster, Stan Mlynarski, Mike Handlin,
Kathy McClune, Andrea Monetti and Mike Crouse captured some
good size flounder and sea bass while fishing on the charter boat,
“Katydid” with Capt. Brent Wiest and mate Chris Vann.  The fish
were caught while dropping shiners and cut bait on an ocean reef off
the coast of Delaware.  Pictured at Lewes Harbour Marina.

Wayne Gower of Dundalk, MD, a regular on the headboat,
“Angler” with Capt. Chris Mizurak and mates Dean Lo and Rich
Fouts, caught this 3 lb. black sea bass while soaking strips of squid
on an artificial reef.  The “Angler” sails out of Capt. Bill Bunting’s
Angler Dock in Ocean City, MD.
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This group of anglers will be enjoying some grilled tuna and a
lot of mahi sandwiches after spending the day fishing on the charter
boat, “Spring Mix II” with Capt. Chris Watkowski and mate Ayrton
Pryor.  Jim Keel, Dave Flood, Steven Frederick, Ron Dixon and
Breekin Hardesty teamed up to catch 3 yellowfin tuna on the troll
before bailing 30 mahi, all in the Washington Canyon.  Pictured
back at the dock at the Ocean City Fishing Center.

While fishing on the headboat, “Judith M” with Capt. John
Bunting and mates Max Thumma, Bob Thomas and Josh Mullen,
angler Mitchell Clark from Culpepper, VA captured this 47 1/4-inch,
31 lb. cobia after hooking it on a pink bucktail inshore of the African
Queen.  The trip on the “Judith M” was a present from his
grandparents for his 13th birthday.  Pictured at Bahia Marina.
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Dylan Brady from Bristow, VA, Karen Song from North
Potomac, MD and Christopher Bassett from Williamsburg, VA are
all smiles after a fun fishing trip on the headboat, “Happy Hooker”
with Capt. Steve Whitelock and mate Collin Eichelberger.  The
flounder, measuring up to 19-inches, were caught on squid and
shiners in the South Bay.  Pictured at the Talbot Sreet Pier.

Brett Chauncey from Denton, MD was fishing off Ocean City’s
North Jetty when he hooked this 24 1/2-inch, 8 lb. 8 oz. black drum
while using sand fleas for bait.  Weighed at the Oceanic Fishing Pier
in downtown Ocean City.
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Ryan Thompson and Mike Goldfarb from Lancaster, PA joined
Chic Rhoads and Matt Rhoads from Mount Joy, PA for a trip on the
charter boat, “Boss Hogg” and returned with 7 yellowfins and
14 mahi from the Washington Canyon.   The tuna were caught on the
troll on the northeast corner of the canyon and the mahi were caught
bailing on the West Wall around a lobster pot.  Capt. Corey
Kennington was at the wheel and mates Rick Tshudy and Marshall
Freng were in the pit.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.

Declan, Fiona, Megan and Sean Murphy, Courtney Green,
Richard Gunion and Dave Konick battled heavy current but still
managed to boat some nice size sea bass and flounder during a trip
on the headboat, “Morning Star” with Capt. Monty Hawkins.  The
fish were caught on ocean structure while using clams and squid for
bait.  The “Morning Star” docks at the Ocean City Fishing Center.
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Chad Miller, Ty Miller, Joe Pritts, Dakota Pritts, Logan
McClintock and Dalton Walker ventured down from The Keystone
State and spent some time fishing on the charter boat, “On the Run”
with Dave Caffrey.  The anglers caught 6 flounder, weighing up to
5 lbs., in addition to a 3 lb. 8 oz. black sea bass.  All of the action was
on Gulp artificial baits on a Reef Foundation reef site.  The “On the
Run” is docked at Bahia Marina.

The seas were sporty last Friday, but anglers on the charter boat,
“Fish Bound” still managed to return with a nice catch of fish,
including Paul Kaiser’s 23-inch flounder.  In addition to the big
flounder, Paul and his group caught 20 triggerfish, 2 spadefish and
another 2 keeper flounder.  All were caught on squid and Gulp near
Fenwick Shoal.  Pictured at the Talbot Street Pier.
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Denver, PA residents, Bob, Melissa, Nikolas, Ruin and Mikaila
Anderson joined Nevin Hooper for a 2-hour trip on the charter boat,
“Get Sum” and had a great time, ending up with 5 flatties in the box
after drifting white Gulp Swimming Mullets in the Middle
Channel.  Their largest fish measured 19-inches.  As always, Capt.
Nick Clemente was at the wheel and mate Willie Poole was in the
pit.  Pictured at the Ocean City Fishing Center.

The guys on the “Double D’s” went fishing in the Washington
Canyon and George Gosting of Ocean City, MD ended up catching
and releasing his first white marlin.  George was fishing with
Dwayne Dodd, Dennis Robbins, Marc Yurejefcic, Mike Weir and
Todd Litten.  In addition to the white marlin release, the anglers
caught a half dozen mahi.  Photo courtesy of Hook’em & Cook’em.
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Bart Meckley caught a 20-inch flounder while drifting a white
Gulp Swimming Mullet in the East Channel.

Gage Taylor, Levi Miller, Eathan Thomas, Kellen Wade and
Casey Hoffman celebrated the Fourth of July with a trip on the
“Happy Hooker” with Capt. Steve Whitelock and mate Justin
Hammond.  The anglers hooked 6 flounder on squid and shiners in
the bay behind Assateague.  Pictured at the Talbot Street Pier.
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Cody Buehler, Morgan Talbot and Hunter Talbot each released
their first white marlin and Scott Talbot captured a 50 lb. yellowfin
tuna, all while fishing on the charter boat, “Spring Mix II” with
Capt. Chris Watkowski and mates Ayrton Pryor and Jacob Lewis.
The anglers also boated 11 dolphin during their trip.

During an overnight trip to the Washington Canyon, Tyler
Thompson hooked this blue marlin, estimated at 600 lbs., while
fishing on the “My Time” with Mike and Joe Cusimano and Skip
Courtney.  The anglers also caught 5 mahi during their trip.
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This was a group of happy anglers after Kevin Barkman
recorded his first white marlin release and Zachary Markel, George
Barkman, Wayne Markel and Cliff Kelly muscled in 6 yellowfins
and 15 dolphin while fishing in the Washington Canyon on the
charter boat, “Siren” with Capt. Will Hathaway and mates Hunter
Hathaway and Sean Broaddos.  Pictured at the OC Fishing Center.

Anglers fishing on the charter boat, “Fish Finder” with Capt.
Mark Sampson don’t only enjoy the thrill of catching sharks but
they also get educated about and involved in the tagging process.
On this day, Louis and Michael Mercolini of Pittsburgh, PA caught
and released 2 dusky sharks and 6 sandbars.
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You would all be smiling too if you caught a 6 lb. 5 oz. flattie like
Mike Buffone of Sayre, PA did while fishing on the headboat, “Judy
V” with Captain Extraordinaire Chris Adams.  The big flattie was
fooled with a strip of squid at the Old Grounds and weighed at
Hook’em & Cook’em in the Indian River Marina.

It took Ron Cranford 72-years to catch and release his first white
marlin, but he did it last week during a trip aboard the charter boat,
“That’s Right” with Capt. John Oughton and mates Austin Bickford
and Anthony Frascatore. The fish was hooked on a trolled ballyhoo
in the Washington Canyon.
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Mike Baumgartner, David Fluharty, Johnny Coffiey and Jim
Baumgartner fished just south of “B” Buoy and returned 1 fish short
of their limit of 16 flounder, all caught on bucktails tipped with
Gulp.  Their largest flattie measured 20-inches and weighed 3 lbs.
Their total catch weighed 24 lbs. on the scale at Hook’em & Cook’em
in the Indian River Marina.

Steve Moore, Steve Lednum, Tim Parrill, Craig Lednum and
Justin Lednum returned to the dock with 5 good size yellowfin tuna
and a mahi after trolling ballyhoo and spreader bars in the Baltimore
Canyon.  Their largest yellowfin tipped the scale at 65 lbs.

While fishing on the charter boat, “Katydid” with Capt. Brent
Wiest and mate Chris Vann, angler Julie Stevenson of Rehoboth
Beach, DE caught this 19 1/2-inch flounder while dropping a
bucktail tipped with a Gulp and shiner on an ocean reef.  Photo
courtesy of Lewes Harbour Marina.
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The weekend was a real
mix weather-wise and for
much of the time, anglers
battled windy conditions both
in the bay and offshore, making
fishing very challenging due to
dirty water.
At Rick’s Bait & Tackle in

Long Neck, DE, Capt. Mike
Behney said that the flounder
bite in the Lewes Canal is much
improved and pretty decent
right now, but definitely not
red hot.  He hasn’t seen too
many limits of 4 flounder
coming in from his customers
and they are having to deal
with a lot of throwbacks.
Triggerfish seem to have

shown up in good numbers at
various Delaware Bay reef
sites, along with Site 10 and
around the Haystacks/Ice
Breakers.
Anglers trolling the inshore

lumps such as Fenwick Shoal
are finding Spanish mackerel
on the south side of the shoal in
deeper water.  Anglers fishing
on top of the shoal are finding a
load of snapper bluefish
interested in their trolled
spoons or drifted cut bait.
Triggerfish have also been
caught on the shoal and a few
kingfish have been found also.
Others have gotten into
kingfish while trolling spoons

between Buoys “A” and “B”.
Mike said that he has also
heard of at least 3 weakfish and
some spadefish being caught at
Fenwick Shoal last Sunday.
The Del-Jersey-Land reef

site, which had been a hot spot
for sea bass fishing early in the
season has died out lately with
more anglers sticking to the
closer, familiar  flounder
fishing spots that have begun
to heat up.  Action at Site 10 has
definitely picked up for
flounder fishermen and they
have even seen a few weakfish
mixed in as well.   A few trout,
up to 20-inches, have also been
caught in the Roosevelt Inlet
and at several Delaware reef
sites and around the Walls.
Matt Shoup at Fenwick Bait

and Tackle reported a decent
kingfish bite for anglers fishing
the surf off Fenwick Island.
Fish were caught mixed in with
some 16 to 18-bluefish. At
night, it has been the same old
selection of sharks, rays and
skates.
Matt’s customers looking

for flounder headed to Ocean
City and found a pretty good
bite in the East Channel, but
they had to stay on the move to
find clean water.  Croakers
were found in the OC Inlet at
the mouth of the Commercial

caught on the backside of
Burton’s Island.
Off the beach outside

Indian River, a few kingfish are
being caught with a good batch
of snapper bluefish found in
the suds north of the Inlet.
Inshore, Bert’s customers

who headed out to Fenwick
Shoal found sheepshead and
triggerfish along with a few
king mackerel.  An unnamed
wreck, just off the beach
produced some black drum for
H&C anglers last week, so they
are still around for the taking.
Headboats out of Indian

River found good flounder
fishing on Saturday while
fishing in 80-feet of water
where temperatures hovered
around 74-degrees.  On
Sunday, the bite shut down due
to dirty water and tough drift
conditions due to the wind
being against the tide.
Offshore, anglers picked at

yellowfin tuna, primarily in the
Washington Canyon, but also
found a few closer to shore in
30 fathoms.  Dolphin are up
and down the line and have
been found in good numbers
recently.  We are also seeing
some nice size bulls being
brought in, with a few topping
40 lbs. hitting the scales over
the weekend. On Saturday,
anglers on the “Line Out”
brought back a 63 lb. wahoo
after fishing in the Washington
Canyon.
Until next week, have fun

and tight lines!

Harbor and his customers
looking for sheepshead, tog
and small stripers found them
around the South Jetty.  Matt
himself even caught a 6 lb.
sheepshead at the jetty on
Sunday.
Anglers fishing in the

Fenwick Ditch continue to
experience a frustrating season,
finding smaller stripers only
interested in eels and possibly
minnows.  Matt said that those
who normally throw Rat-L-
Traps or other artificials just
aren’t having much luck this
season.
At the Hook’em & Cook’em

Tackle Shop in the Indian River
Marina, Capt. Bert Adams said
that they did see some action in
the Indian River Inlet last week
with a few flounder being
caught along the wall by the
Coast Guard Station by anglers
using Gulp Swimming Mullets.
A few small croakers were also
caught in the inlet with those
hitting Fishbites on the north
side between the Handicap
Pier and the Bridge.  At night,
anglers are finding small
stripers mixed in with snapper
bluefish along the wall by the
Coast Guard Station.
In the back bays, Bert said

that he hasn’t heard much
except for a few flounder being
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CROAKER
9” minimum 

25 per person/day

WEAKFISH
13” minimum

1 per person/day

SHEEPSHEAD
No limit

SUMMER FLOUNDER
16.5” minimum
4 per person/day

COBIA
40” minimum   

1 per person/day or 3 per boat/day
6/1 - 9/30

SPECKLED TROUT
14” minimum 

4 per person/day

RED DRUM
18” - 27” 

1 per person/day

STRIPED BASS
28”- 38” and 44” and greater

2 per person/day

TAUTOG
16” minimum

4 per person/day

BLACK SEA BASS
12.5” minimum

15 per person/day
05/15 - 9/21 & 10/22 - 12/31

BLUEFISH
8” minimum

10 per person/day

BLACK DRUM
16” minimum   

1 per person/day or 6 per boat/day

Anglers on the “Get Sum” not only fish for flounder, they can
also head to the crab pots and go home with some fillets and hard
crabs for dinner.  That’s what this group of anglers did while fishing
with Capt. Nick Clemente and mate Willie Poole.  Jeff Johnson
caught a 16 3/4-inch flattie behind Harbour Island while fishing
with Caleb and Logan Johnson, Ethan and Jon Landers and Rick
White.  The group then pulled the crab pots and added another 1/2
bushel of crabs to their cooler.  Pictured at the OC Fishing Center.
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Cape May ferry
sunk as part of DE
artificial reef
system

The “Twin Capes”, a ferry
christened 43 years ago on the
Delaware Bay and retired after
thousands of runs between her
namesakes Cape Henlopen, DE
and Cape May, NJ, was sunk to
become part of Delaware’s
artificial reef system. It’s
coordinates are 38°30.90’N, 074°
30.90’W.  Twin Capes, whose
sinking will expand and
enhance fish habitat and offer
extraordinary opportunities for
deep-sea diving, went down on
the Del-Jersey-Land Inshore
Artificial Reef – a reef so named
because it lies equidistant from
Lewes, DE, Cape May, NJ and
Ocean City, MD.  

The Twin Capes’ sinking
was carried out by Norfolk, Va.-
based marine contractor Coleen
Marine, which bought the ferry
from the Delaware River and
Bay Authority (DRBA) last year
for reefing. Twin Capes joined
the Del-Jersey-Land reef’s
submerged fleet that includes
the ex-destroyer “USS Arthur
W. Radford”, which went down
in 2011 as the longest ship
reefed on the East Coast, and
the “Zuni/Tamaroa”, the one-
time harbor tug and Battle of
Iwo Jima survivor turned US
Coast Guard cutter that plied
Atlantic waters for almost 50
years. 
While the “Radford”, at 568

feet, remains the longest ship
ever reefed on the East Coast,
the 320-foot long “Twin Capes”
may be the best addition yet to
Delaware’s artificial reef system
for both fishing and recreational
diving opportunities. 
The 2,100-ton ferry was one

of the original three vessels of
the DRBA’s 1970s fleet. “Twin
Capes” during the 1990s was
retrofitted with a new
superstructure and four new
decks, multiple lounges, a new
pilot house and “shark-fin”
smokestacks. All these features
lend to the creation of enhanced
fish habitat and the 70-foot
vertical profile will attract
tunas, sharks, and seasonally
even barracudas.
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Pretzel-Crusted Crab

Cakes

1/2 cup mayonnaise
1 large egg
1 TBSP. Dijon mustard
1/4 tsp. Old Bay 
seasoning

1/4 tsp. sweet paprika
3 1/2 scallions (green 
parts only)

1 lb. lump crabmeat
3/4 cup finely ground 
hard pretzels

2 TBSP. unsalted butter
1 TBSP. vegetable oil

In a bowl, whisk the
mayonnaise with the egg,
mustard, Old Bay, paprika
and scallions. 
Fold in the crabmeat and

1/2 cup of the pretzels. 
Refrigerate the crab

mixture for 1 hour, until the
pretzels are moist.
Preheat the oven to 400-

degrees. 
Form the crab mixture into

eight 2 1/2-inch patties. 
Coat the crab cakes with

In a large skillet over
medium heat, cook bacon
until crispy, 8 minutes. 
Drain, reserving 1 TBSP

fat, and transfer to a paper
towel-lined plate.
Add shrimp to the skillet

and season with salt, pepper
and red pepper flakes. 
Cook until pink, 2 minutes

per side. 
Add tomatoes and baby

spinach and toss until wilted,
about 1 minute.
Add heavy cream,

mozzarella cheese and
Parmesancheese.
Simmer for 2 minutes. 
Add cooked angel hair and

bacon and toss until
completely combined.
Garnish with basil and

Parmesan cheese.
Serve.

Bacon Shrimp
Pasta

6 slices bacon, chopped
1 lb. medium shrimp, 
peeled and deveined

Kosher salt
Freshly ground black 
pepper

1 tsp. crushed red pepper 
flakes

2 cups chopped tomatoes
3 cups baby spinach
4 cloves garlic, minced
1 cup heavy cream
1 cup shredded 
mozzarella cheese

1/2 cup freshly grated 
Parmesan cheese, plus 
more for garnish

12 oz. cooked angel hair
Sliced fresh basil, for 
garnish

the remaining 1/4 cup of
ground pretzels. 
In an ovenproof nonstick

skillet, melt the butter in the
oil. 
Add the crab cakes and

cook over moderately high
heat until browned on the
bottom, about 3 minutes. 
Turn the crab cakes and

transfer the skillet to the oven. 
Bake the crab cakes for

about 5 minutes, until they are
browned all over.
Serve.

Sea Bass Baked in Foil
with Pesto, Zucchini,

and Carrots

4 sea bass fillets
3/4 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. fresh-ground 
black pepper 

1/4 cup pesto 
3 carrots, grated 
1 zucchini, grated 
2 TBSP. olive oil 
1/4 cup dry white wine

Heat oven to 450-degrees. 
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Place four 12-inch squares

of aluminum foil on a work
surface and brush lightly with
cooking oil.
Place a fish fillet in the

center of each square of foil. 
Sprinkle the fillets with

1/4 tsp. of the salt and 1/4 tsp.
of the pepper. 
Cover the fish with the

pesto. 
Cover the pesto with the

carrots and top with the
zucchini. 
Sprinkle with the

remaining 1/2 tsp. salt and
1/4 tsp. pepper. 
Gather the foil around the

fish and drizzle the fish with
the oil and wine. 
Fold the edges of the foil to

make a sealed package. 
Put the foil packages on a

baking sheet.
Bake the fish until just

done, about 12 minutes. 
Open the foil packages and

transfer the fillets with their
vegetable topping to plates. 
Pour the juices over the

top.

Crab Louie

1 cup mayonnaise
3 TBSP. ketchup
1 TBSP. sweet pickle relish
1 TBSP. fresh lemon juice
2 cloves garlic
1 tsp. Tabasco sauce
1/2 tsp. Worcestershire 
sauce

1/4 tsp. sweet smoked 
paprika

1/4 tsp. chili powder
Salt
Freshly ground pepper

Salad
3/4 lb. asparagus
2 romaine hearts
1 seedless cucumber
4 large radishes
4 medium tomatoes
4 hard-cooked eggs
1 lb. crab meat

Prepare the dressing in a
bowl by whisking the
mayonnaise with the ketchup,
relish, lemon juice, garlic,
Tabasco, Worcestershire sauce,
paprika and chili powder.
Season with salt and

Tom Kolakowski, Tom Kolakowski, Jr., Peter Kolakowski and
Max Kolakowski were fishing on the “All In” with Capt. Scott
Stapleford and mates Donnie Downs and Dave Laux when they
caught this 40 lb. mahi on light tackle around a piece of driftwood in
the Washington Canyon.  Weighed at Bahia Marina.
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pepper. 
Let stand at room

temperature for 15 minutes.
To prepare the salad, in a

medium saucepan of boiling
salted water, cook the
asparagus until just tender, 3
minutes. Drain and cool.
Arrange the romaine,

cucumber, radishes, tomatoes,
eggs and asparagus on a
platter. 
Top with large chunks of

the crab meat and serve.

Grilled Triggerfish

4 triggerfish fillets 
Vegetable cooking spray 
2 TBSP. extra virgin olive 
oil 

1/2 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. freshly ground 
black pepper

Pat fillets dry with paper
towels, and let stand at room
temperature 10 minutes. 
Coat cold cooking grate of

grill with cooking spray and
preheat grill to 400-degrees.
Brush both sides of fish

with oil.
Sprinkle with salt and

pepper. 
Place fish on grate and

grill, covered, 4 minutes or
until grill marks appear and
fish no longer sticks to grate.
Carefully turn fish over,

using a metal spatula, and
grill, without grill lid, 2
minutes or just until fish
separates into moist chunks
when gently pressed. 
Serve.

Honey Garlic Glazed
Flounder

3 TBSP.. extra-virgin olive 
oil

4 flounder fillets, patted 
dry with a paper towel

1/3 cup honey
1/4 cup soy sauce
2 TBSP. lemon juice
1 tsp. red pepper flakes
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black 
pepper

4 cloves garlic, minced
1 lemon, sliced into 
rounds

Aiden Whiteley from Quakertown, PA was fishing off the
bulkhead on 2nd Street when he caught a 17 1/2-inch flounder on a
live minnow and a 20 1/2-incher on a silver spoon.  Pictured at the
Oceanic Fishing Pier in Ocean City, MD.
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In a medium bowl, whisk
together honey, soy sauce,
lemon juice and red pepper
flakes.
Heat 2 TBSP. oil in a large

skillet over medium-high
heat. 
When oil is hot but not

smoking, add flounder skin-
side up and season with salt
and pepper. 
Cook until deeply golden,

about 4 minutes, then flip over
and add the remaining TBSP.
of oil.
Add garlic to the skillet

and cook until fragrant, 1
minute. 
Add the honey mixture

and sliced lemons and cook
until sauce is reduced by
about 1/3. 
Baste with the sauce.
Garnish with sliced lemon

and serve.

Maple Dijon Tuna

2 TBSP. butter
4 tuna fillets
1/3 cup pure maple syrup

1/4 cup Dijon mustard
2 tsp. garlic powder
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black 
pepper

Chopped fresh parsley, for
serving

Melt butter in a large
skillet over medium-high
heat. 
Cook tuna 4 to 6 minutes

per side.
Whisk together maple

syrup, mustard, garlic
powder, salt and pepper. 
Drizzle over tuna. 
Flip and cook 2 minutes

longer on each side. 
Top with parsley and serve

immediately.

Seared Sea Scallops
with Spicy Clementine

Dipping Sauce

Dipping Sauce
4 cups fresh-squeezed 
clementine juice, or 
orange juice

2 tsp. ancho chili powder
1 lime, finely grated zest 

During a trip aboard the charter boat, “Stalker” with Capt. Steve
Moore and mate Kyle Pelino, anglers Tom and Joe Caserta, Tim
Styer, Mike Dougherty and Rob Stiles teamed up to catch 11
yellowfin tuna and a pair of mahi.  Capt. Steve had the group just
above the rest of the fleet in 100 fathoms in the Washington Canyon.
Pictured back at the dock at the Ocean City Fishing Center.
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Juice of 1 lime
3/4 stick butter

Scallops
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive 
oil

40 large sea scallops
Salt
Freshly ground pepper

To prepare sauce, in a
medium saucepan over high
heat, bring clementine juice,
chili powder, lime zest and
lime juice to a boil. 
Reduce heat and simmer 1

hour.  Mixture should be
thickened and syrupy.
Remove from heat and

whisk in butter, one piece at a
time, until incorporated.
In a large skillet over high

heat, heat 2 TBSP. of olive oil
until smoking. 
Season scallops with salt

and pepper. 
Cook 10 scallops, 1 to 2

minutes per side, until dark
golden brown. 
Remove to paper towels

and drain. 
Repeat with remaining oil

and scallops in 3 batches. 
Serve scallops hot with

warm sauce.

Baked Swordfish
Steak

3 TBSP. extra-virgin olive 
oil, divided

3 swordfish steaks
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black 
pepper

2 pt. multicolored cherry 
tomatoes, halved

1/4 cup red onion, finely 
chopped

3 TBSP. basil, thinly sliced
Juice of 1/2 a lemon

Heat oven to 400-degrees.
Heat 2 TBSP. oil in a large

cast-iron skillet over high
heat. 
Add fish to pan and season

tops with salt and pepper. 
Cook until fish is browned

on one side, 3 to 5 minutes. 
Flip and season the

opposite side with salt and
pepper. 
Remove pan from heat and

Tom, Cindy and Austin Barley from Red Lion, PA ended their
day with 4 flounder in the box of the charter boat, “Get Sum”.  The
anglers were fishing with Capt. Nick Clemente and mate Willie
Poole when they hooked the flatties in 72-degree water at the end of
the incoming tide in the East Channel.  Pictured at the Ocean City
Fishing Center in West Ocean City, MD.
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place into the oven.
Roast until swordfish is

cooked through and flaky,
about 10 minutes.
To make the fresh tomato

salad combine tomatoes,
onion and basil. Add
remaining TBSP. oil and
lemon juice and season with
salt and pepper.
Spoon salad over fish and

serve.

Lobster Soup

3 fresh lobster tails or 4 
medium crayfish tails

6 strips of bacon, diced in 
1/4-inch squares

1/2 tsp. salt
Pinch of pepper
1 1/4 cups fish stock or 
chicken bouillon (use 
the tail shells)

4 ripe tomatoes
3 oz. potatoes, diced 1/2-
inch squares

4 TBSP butter
2 tsp. thyme
2 tsp. parsley 
2 tsp. mace
2/3 cup hot cream

Sauté the bacon until
crispy and set aside. 
Cook the potatoes in the

same butter until lightly
brown, then add the thyme,
parsley, fish stock or bouillon
and salt and pepper. 
Bring to the boil, then

simmer for 20 minutes. 
Blanch the lobster by

placing the tails in boiling
water for three minutes.
Remove the meat from the

shells. 
Dice the lobster and add to

the soup with the shells.
Cook for a another 20

minutes. 
Remove the shells, skin

and add the tomatoes.
Simmer gently for another

20 minutes. 
Remove the parsley and

stir in the hot cream just before
the soup is served. 
Sprinkle with ground mace

and chopped parsley.

You can email your favorite
seafood recipes to
maureenjock@comcast.net

Brody Schmidt, Charlie McCartin, Austin Schmidt, Steve
Schmidt and Mike Schmidt filled the fish box with 5 yellowfin tuna
and 37 dolphin after spending the day fishing on the charter boat,
“Boss Hogg” with Capt. Corey Kennington and mates Mashall Freng
and Rick Tshudy.  All of the action came in the Washington Canyon
with the tuna hitting trolled ballyhoo and Squidnation Flippy
Floppy Things and the dolphin caught while bailing with cut bait
around a lobster pot.  Pictured at Sunset Marina.
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Brian Gant from Severna Park, MD and Don Clasen from
Fanwood, NJ were fishing on the charter boat, “Ocean City Guide
Service” with Capt. John Prather and mate Austin Bowden when
they caught 2 sharpnose sharks at Little Gull and 3 flounder,
measuring up to 21-inches, and 5 triggerfish at Great Gull.  The
flounders were hooked while using flounder belly for bait.  

Justin Christ released a blue marlin and teamed up with Ken
Antkowiak, Michael Haley, Paul Andrews, Tom Zapf, Dwain Rye
and Vinnie Legambi to catch 20 blueline tilefish, 4 mahi,
2 triggerfish and a black sea bass, all while fishing on the “Hot
Spot” in the Washington Canyon.  
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Gary German joined his neighbor, Dave Neumayer for an early
morning trip to the East Channel where he caught 3 keeper flounder,
all measuring 17-inches.  The fish were boated just before high tide
while using white Gulp Swimming Mullets for bait.
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Lynne Duvall, Brooke Duvall, Justin Healy, Andrew Healey, Austin Ascher and Zach Healey drifted white Gulp Swimming Mullets
during the incoming tide last Saturday morning and ended up with 7 flounder in the box, measuring up 18 1/2-inches.  The fish were caught
in the East Channel, the West Channel and in front of the Commercial Harbor while fishing on the charter boat, “Get Sum” with Capt. Nick
Clemente and mate Liz Brittingham.  Pictured at the Ocean City Fishing Center.
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AIS

Automatic Identification
System, or more commonly
referred to as AIS, is an
electronic vessel tracking
safety and collision avoidance
system used by other vessels
and land stations.  The AIS
system electronically
exchanges information about
each transmitting vessel with
other vessels in the nearby
area – about a 20 mile range.
With the proper hardware,

AIS signals are automatically
broadcast digitally on a
frequency of 161.975 MHz and
162.025 MHz from the vessels
AIS transmitter to all nearby
AIS receivers.  While AIS
systems are mandatory for
most commercial vessels,
many recreational vessels
have chosen to add this
hardware as a safety feature.
There is a technical and

cost difference in the ability to
receive AIS signals compared
to the ability to broadcast AIS
signals.  Many recreational
boaters have the ability to
receive AIS signals but do not
broadcast.  This allows them
to “see” other vessels; like
using radar, AIS can see

around the corner and can also
“see” in rain and fog.  As a
recreational boater, knowing
where other vessels are is a
helpful collision avoidance
and safety feature.  Reading
the other vessels AIS data, you
are able to see the other
vessels name, radio call sign,
MMSI number, location,
speed, heading and possibly
more information.  A useful
feature is that if you have the
vessels MMSI number, you
can make a DSC (Digital
Selective Calling) direct call to
their marine VHF radio.
These features are great in a
situation where you need to
contact another ships captain
and let them know where you
are or ask what their
intentions are.  Using an AIS
receiver is a little like spying.
You can see and read about the
boats around you, but they do
not know you are listening.
AIS receivers are available

at a reasonable cost and are
available as a built-in feature
on some VHF radios and also
as a standalone hardware
device.  These stand-alone
devices need to be connected
to your chart plotter using
NMEA 0183 or NMEA 2000 to
transfer the received data.

speed and/or course changes
(every three minutes or less
when at anchor or moored).  It
transmits the vessel’s static
and voyage related
information every 6 minutes.
Class A systems are also
capable of text messaging
safety related information and
AIS Application Specific
Messages, such as
meteorological and
hydrological data, electronic
Broadcast Notice to Mariners,
and other marine safety
information.  Class A
transceivers are usually found
on large, regulated vessels and
have a much higher cost than
Class B AIS hardware
designed for unregulated
vessels recreational use.
Class B AIS transceivers

operate with less transmitting
power and transmit the
vessels data report less often.
As with Class A transceivers,
they report the vessel’s static
data every 6 minutes, but not
any voyage related
information.   Class B AIS
broadcasts can be de-
prioritized by a Class A device
if there is heavy traffic on the
AIS broadcast frequencies,
such as in a busy port or
shipping lane. Even if you
only receive AIS, Class A
versus Class B can make a big
difference on how far away
you receive data, the specific
data your system receives and
how often you receive it.

Stand-alone AIS receivers,
relying on an existing chart
plotter and sharing your VHF
antenna, start around $250.
VHF radios with built in AIS
receiver and graphical display
start around $400.
If you really want to be

“seen” in the AIS
environment, you will need to
install an AIS transceiver that
can transmit your vessels data.
A transceiver is both a
transmitter and receiver in one
unit. The hardware costs begin
around $700 for a Class B
transceiver.  An AIS
transceiver is required to have
its own GPS antenna and
should have its own AIS/VHF
antenna for broadcasting and
receiving.  The processor box
is programmed by a
technician with the ships static
data, such as vessel name,
radio call sign, MMSI number,
vessel type, vessel
dimensions, GPS antenna
location, etc.  Don’t worry that
in a tournament everyone will
know where you are fishing.
Most AIS transceivers have an
optional feature that lets you
disable the transmitting
function, by enabling a
“silent” mode.
AIS transceivers are

available in two classes: Class
A and Class B. 
Class A transceivers report

their position autonomously
every 2 to 10 seconds
dependent on the vessel’s
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Now that we know a little

on how it works, how can this
AIS data be used while we are
out on the water?  When
properly connected, most
chart plotters will show you a
triangle on the display screen
representing the AIS vessel,
along with more detailed
information when you select
that vessel.  This information
will help you or your system
determine if there is a
possibility of collision with the
AIS vessel and allow you to
make speed or heading
changes based on the AIS
data.
One of the best features of

installing a Class A or Class B
transponder is that your
vessel shows up on the other
vessels navigation systems.
This allows another vessel to
know where you are and
therefore, if needed, allows
one of you to alter course to
maintain safe separation
distance of the vessels.  
One example where local

anglers could benefit from an
AIS transmitter is when you
are fishing an overnighter in
the Canyon and a large
freighter seems to have
plotted its course directly
through the fishing fleet.
Instead of wondering if the
other Captain sees you in the
dark and you are unsuccessful
trying to make radio contact,
your AIS transceiver allows
you to be confident that the
other boat captain can see
your ships positioning on
their electronic navigation
system.  Commercial Captains
are usually required to make
contact with other vessels to
determine if they are going to
alter course or stand-on.
An AIS system is a great,

simple addition to your
existing navigation equipment
and an important navigation
tool for collision avoidance.

Captain Steve Katz is the
owner of Steve’s Marine Service
and holds NMEA, AMEI and
NMEA2000 certificates along
with ABYC Master Technician
certification and factory training
from many manufacturers.  To
reach Steve, call (631) 264-1600.
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* Only released fish are eligible in Maryland program ** Only released fish are eligible in MD and DE programs
*** Use curved-fork-length measurements

Atlantic Spadefish
Black Drum
Bluefish
Blue Marlin **
Cobia
Croaker
Dolphin
Flounder
Kingfish (Northern Whiting)
King Mackerel
Red Drum *
Sailfish *
Sea Bass
Sheepshead
Spanish Mackerel
Speckled Trout
Striped Bass
Tautog

Shark:
Blue Shark *
Hammerhead *
Mako *
Thresher *
Tiger *
Swordfish
Tilefish - Blueline
Tilefish - Golden
Tuna:
Longfin Albacore
False Albacore
Bigeye ***
Bluefin ***
Yellowfin ***
Wahoo
Weakfish
White Marlin **

24”
48”
34”

Any Size
44”
18”
45”
24”
14”
40”
36”

Any Size
20”
20”
22”
24”
40”
24”

Any Size
Any Size
Any Size
Any Size
Any Size
Any Size

36”
24”
60”
55”
50”
60”
24”

Any Size

MD MDDE DE

100 lbs. or 66”
100 lbs. or 66”
100 lbs. or 66”
100 lbs. or 66”
100 lbs. or 66”
Any Size

10 lbs. or 28”
35 lbs. or 40”

30 lbs. or 32”
12 lbs. or 26”
70 lbs. or 48”
100 lbs. or 60”
70 lbs. or 48”
20 lbs. or 50”
3 lbs. or 20”
Any Size

-
50 lbs. or 45”
12 lbs. or 29”
Any Size

45 lbs. or 48”
3 lbs. or 19”
15 lbs. or 41”
7 lbs. or 25”
1 lb. or 13”
10 lbs. or 26”

45”
-

3 lbs. or 17”
8 lbs. or 22”
5 lbs. or 22”

-
34 lbs. or 44”
7 lbs. or 25”

Ciro Cruz caught a pair of 23-inch flounder and his group ended
up with 19 flatties and a few dozen sea bass in the box of the charter
boat, “Fish Bound” after fishing on natural coral bottom.

Kevin and John Forestieri (both pictured), Rick Roberts and
Kevin Legates went deep dropping in the Baltimore Canyon and
returned to Lewes Harbour Marina with 17 blackbelly rosefish,
3 ling and 5 golden tilefish.  All were caught while using squid for
bait during a trip aboard the “Sea Hunter”.
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David and Joe Walker, Robert Karpovich and Chris Curlett
trolled ballyhoo and spreader bars 6 miles north of the Wilmington
Canyon and caught 5 yellowfin tuna and a pair of dolphin.  They
also caught 2 blueline tilefish during their trip as well.  Pictured at
Lewes Harbour Marina.

Last Friday, Shannon Pickens and Eric Werner ventured out to
an ocean wreck located in 115-feet of water and captured 8 flounder,
measuring up to 21-inches, and 4 sea bass.  Pictured at Atlantic
Tackle in West Ocean City, MD.
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Donald Bounds, Brad Cogan, Rich Patschorke and Lee Tabler
teamed up to catch 9 yellowfin tuna and a pair of dolphin while
trolling in the Washington Canyon on the charter boat, “That’s
Right” with Capt. John Oughton and mate Austin Bickford.
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Charles Boyce from Frederick, MD, Rick Fortmann, Bob Prince
and Dan Nelson from Pasadena, MD, Brian Burke from Lutherville,
MD and Vernon Morsberger from Taylorsville, MD returned to
Sunset Marina with 13 yellowfins caught on the troll before finding
a piece of floating wood where they bailed 41 mahi.  The anglers
were fishing on the charter boat, “C-Boys” with Capt. Luke Blume
and mates Wyatt Melocik and Jon Henry.

John Karavage and Ken Bechtel from Palmyra, PA caught a pair
of flounder while drifting white Gulp Swimming Mullets in the bay
behind the Ocean City Airport and in the Thorofare.  John’s 17 1/2-
inch flattie just edged out Ken’s 16 3/4-incher for largest of the day
honors.
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So a friend of yours tells
you that his boat has motor
troubles and asks if you would
use your boat to tow him to the
local boat ramp a couple miles
away. It seems like a simple
enough task, so you hook up a
line between your stern cleat
and his bow and off you go.
Getting out of your canal and
into open water is more
challenging than you thought
because his boat keeps
wandering from one side to the
other and your boat doesn't
want to steer straight from the
force of the towline on your
stern. More than once you have
to stop and fend off from
hitting other boats that are
moored in the same canal.
Finally, you're out in the

open bay and happy that both
wind and current are going the
same way that you are so that
your engine is not struggling
too much as it propels twice it's
normal load. But upon
reaching a part of the bay that's
choked with fishing boats,
some anchored and some
drifting, it starts to get a little
hairy as you try to twist and
turn your way through the
maze without bumping into
anyone along the way. 
Traveling down the channel

you notice that even though

you're just idling along, thanks
to the following current, you're
making really good time, so all
you have to do now is pass
under the bridge and the boat
ramp will be just around the
corner. But as you approach the
bridge the draw span suddenly
opens to allow a big boat that's
coming from the other
direction to pass under the
span. The bridge isn't wide
enough for the two of you to
pass under at the same time so
you pull you're boat back into
neutral to slow down and let
the other guy go first. The
problem is, the current that
was helping so much is now
pushing you and your tow at a
good clip straight for the
bridge and the guy coming
through. You can't back up
because you'll run into the guy
you're towing and you can't do
a U-turn because you're too
close to the bridge already.
You're in quite a pickle that you
know is going to end ugly with
boats bouncing off each other
and possibly even the bridge.
Aren't you glad you agreed to
tow your buddies boat?!
Sooner or later almost

every boater will find
themselves in a "towing"
situation where either they
need to be towed or someone

else needs to be pulled
somewhere. As described in
my little story, a boat might
need to be pulled all the way
down the bay, or maybe it just
needs a short tug across a
harbor, off a sandbar or
perhaps a buddy of yours who
broke down many miles from
shore needs a long tow home
through a dark stormy night.
Whatever the reason for

hooking onto and pulling
another vessel, you'd better
think long and hard before
agreeing to be the Good
Samaritan for a friendly tow,
because one slipup and you
could be in big trouble! Simply
because there are so many
variables involved, towing a
boat can be downright
dangerous even when done
correctly. Natural forces such
as wind, current and tide can
be very problematic, as can the
structural elements and
limitations of both vessels. 
Boats aren't designed to be

towed, they're designed to be
pushed through the water by
their own power. Once you
start pulling a boat on a string
it's naturally going to perform
differently than if it were under
its own power. A boat being
towed will often want to "yaw"
or wag back and forth on the
towline, particularly if there is
too much weight at the bow,
causing it to dig in and make
the boat track back and forth. If
this motion is too severe the
vessel can actually capsize,
especially in times of choppy

conditions.
A huge concern when

towing another vessel is what
happens if or when you need to
stop. With your boat it's no
problem.  Just pull it into
neutral and then maybe
reverse, and you're dead in the
water. But the boat you're
towing doesn't have that
option, even without any wind
or current to help it along the
way.  The momentum alone is
going to keep it moving ahead,
even when the towboat stops.
That can have the towed vessel
plowing into a dock, a
bulkhead or even the towboat.
Serious problems can arise

if a towline breaks, a cleat pulls
out, a strong cross current
pushes the towed vessel into a
buoy or other object, or if the
towboat is unable steer
properly because of the strain
of the towline. While towing
another boat is always risky
business, there are a few things
boaters can do to help
minimize the threat of calamity 
Tow slow and plan ahead
Sharp turns and sudden

stops are impossible when
towing, so you have to watch
and plan way ahead to keep
out of getting into a box that
you can't navigate out of. Be
extra careful when you first
start to pull a boat.  If
something is going to break
that's probably when it's going
to happen. If there are
passengers in the towed vessel
it's important to have both
boats pointed in the same
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direction when you "slowly"
start to pull them. If the towed
vessel is pointed in a different
direction at startup, passengers
could be thrown down or out of
the boat if the bow is suddenly
yanked to one side or the other.
Trim the lower unit down
When towing an outboard

or I/O, trimming the motor
down will make it act like a
rudder as well as add drag at
the stern, helping the boat to
track straight. If someone is in
the towed vessel they should be
ready to help steer the boat
straight as necessary.

Keep an anchor ready
Since the disabled vessel

has no power of it's own, the
towed vessel should have an
anchor rigged and ready to
quickly deploy if the towline
were to part at the worst
possible time. Anchoring could
be the only way to keep a boat
from drifting into a bad place
such as a bridge, jetty, pier or
surf-line. 
Employ the services of a
professional tow company
Towboat U.S. and Seatow

are two reputable tow

companies that operate in this
area. Both are available 24/7,
are just a phone or radio call
away and have towboats
capable of running many miles
offshore and up into the
shallow waters of our back
bays. For an annual fee, boaters
can enroll in insurance
programs with these
companies that cover the cost
of their services if needed.
Skippers of these towboats are
licensed and trained
professionals who have the
equipment and experience to
safely bring home stricken
vessels of all sizes through all
kinds of conditions.
Considering all potential
problems that can arise during
what should be a simple tow
from one place to another,
hiring a professional to help
move any boat from point "A"
to point "B" is almost always
going to be the best option.

Capt. Mark Sampson is an
outdoor writer and captain of the
charter boat, “Fish Finder”,
docked at the Ocean City Fishing
Center.
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Ocean CitySpecies Delaware

May 9, 2018
John Unkart

Assateague Island
12 lbs. 

May 30, 2018
John Douds
Fenwick Surf
12 lbs. 3 oz.

Black Drum June 28, 2018
John Collins
“On the Run”

10 lbs.

May 24, 2018
Trent Hill
Coral Beds
66.5 lbs.

Bluefish

July 10, 2018
Mitchell Clark
“Judith M”
31 lbs.

No
Weights
Reported

Cobia

April 22, 2018
Allyson Airey

Flats
7 lbs. 8 oz.

May 11, 2018
Sheila Stohler
Delaware Bay
9 lbs. 13 oz.

Flounder

July 11, 2018
Tim Matteson
“Angler”
4 lbs. 5 oz.

June 16, 2018
Randy Eddinger

Radford
4 lbs. 10 oz.

Sea Bass

June 8, 2018
Andrew Truitt
South Jetty
15 lbs.

No
Weights
Reported

Sheepshead

May 28, 2018
Rick Thomas

Assateague Island
26 lbs. 12 oz.

May 24, 2018
Susan Krepshaw
Indian River Inlet
31 lbs. 10 oz.

Striped Bass

April 18, 2018
Ron McClelland
“Fish Bound”
23 lbs. 9 oz.

April 16, 2018
Paul Daisey
Ocean Wreck
12 lbs.

Tautog

June 21, 2018
Jennifer Kellington

“Get Sum
6 lbs.

June 2, 2018
Matt Boyer

Indian River Inlet
6 lbs. 6 oz.

Weakfish

Ocean CitySpecies Delaware

June 16, 2018
Crew

“Foolish Pleasures”
636 lbs.

June 18, 2018
Crew

“FOMO”
205 lbs.

Thresher Shark June 2, 2018
Nick Skidmore

Cigar
644.9 lbs.

June 7, 2018
Jamal Merrell
“DB” Buoy
232.5 lbs.

Mako Shark

June 20, 2018
John Curry

Baltimore Canyon
235 lbs.

June 19, 2018
Debbie Mumford

“Last $”
106.5 lbs.

Bigeye Tuna

June 24, 2018
Justin Burt
“Over-Board”
185 lbs.

June 2, 2018
Clay Viands
Tea Cup
141.3 lbs.

Bluefin Tuna

June 10, 2018
Pete Gudaitis

Wilmington Canyon
41 lbs.

No
Weights
Reported

Longfin Tuna

July 5, 2018
Chris Melocik

“Rhonda’s Osprey”
111 lbs.

July 5, 2018
Johnny Coffiey
Baltimore Canyon

97.1 lbs.

Yellowfin Tuna

July 13, 2018
Paul Lebling
“Spring Mix II”

49 lbs.

July 5, 2018
Dylan Mooney

Washington Canyon
19.1 lbs.

Dolphin

July 13, 2018
Ray Stuckey

Washington Canyon
41 lbs.

No
Weights
Reported

Wahoo

July 1, 2018
“Moore Bills”
5 releases

July 13, 2018
“My Girl”
3 releases

White Marlin Most Releases in 1 Day (trolling only)
NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW
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Cindy Collins from Primehook Beach, DE was fishing at “B”
Buoy when she caught her limit of 4 flounder, measuring between
20 and 23-inches.  Cindy used Gulp and minnows to fool the flatties
and is pictured at Lewes Harbour Marina.

Jeff and Joshua Sorts ended their day with 3 flounder, measuring
up to 18-inches, and a pair of sea bass after fishing on an ocean reef
site with Capt. Dave Caffrey on the charter boat, “On the Run”.
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Bernie and Mary Ann Sigwart were fishing at the Bass Grounds
and using flounder belly for bait when they caught this pair of
flatties that measured 17 and 21 1/2-inches.

Three generations of Wells’ took a trip on the charter boat, “All
In” with Capt. Scott Stapleford and mate Dave Laux and they ended
up catching 19 mahi in the Washington Canyon.  Pictured back in
the slip at Bahia Marina.
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Last Saturday, anglers fishing on the “Marlin Gale” with Capt. Brandon Speilman and mates Aaron Greenberg and Ben Barwick had a
day to remember.  While trolling in 200 fathoms between the Washington and Norfolk Canyons, they went 5 for 5 on blue marlin and 1 for
1 on white marlin in addition to catching a box full of mahi.  Two of the blue marlin were hooked on pitch baits switched off teasers and
the other three were caught on dink bait rods with 50 lb. flourocarbon.  The white marlin was estimated to weigh around 70 lbs while two
of the blue marlin were estimated at 400 lbs. and three ranged between 250 and 300 lbs.  Fishing on the “Marlin Gale” were Mark Steiding,
Ken Steiding, Brandon Prettyman and Gary Prettyman.
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Micah Grasso from Doylestown, PA released a white marlin and
teamed up with Tony Rims and Mike Ermigiotti to catch 8 yellowfin
tuna and 26 mahi while fishing on the charter boat, “That’s Right”
with Capt. John Oughton and mates Austin Bickford and Anthony
Frascatore.  All of the action was in 100 fathoms in the Washington.

Anglers on the “Reel Instigator” went out to the Washington
Canyon and ended up going 1 for 2 on white marlin and released a
blue marlin that was estimated to weigh around 200 lbs.  On board
were Sam Bond, Benny Poole, Billy Oass, Sunny Miscin and Capt.
Ron Gladkowski.
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While fishing near the duck blinds in the bay behind Assateague
Island, Trent Becker from Yardley, PA caught this 18 1/2-inch
flounder on a white Gulp and minnow combination.  Trent was
fishing on the “Got Issues” with his grandfather, Jack Arblaster and
Bill Popovich.

Justin White caught his first yellowfin tuna while trolling
spreader bars in the Poor Man’s Canyon.  Justin was fishing on the
“Fighting Lady” with Mike Lloyd, Brad Taylor and Will Linthicum.
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BLUE MARLIN
99” Lower Jaw Fork Length

No creel limit

WHITE MARLIN
66” Lower Jaw Fork Length

No creel limit

SWORDFISH
47” Lower Jaw Fork Length

1 per person / 4 per private vessel 
1 per person / 6 per charter vessel

DOLPHIN
No minimum length
10 per person/day

WAHOO
No minimum length
2 per person/day

BIGEYE TUNA
27” Curved Fork Length

No creel limit

BLUEFIN TUNA
(Recreational)

2 per vessel/day/trip
27” to less than 47” CFL
1 per vessel/day/trip
47” to less than 73”
(Charter Boat)

3 per vessel/day/trip
27” to less than 47” CFL
1 per vessel/day/trip
47” to less than 73”

Southern Trophy Fishery closed 

YELLOWFIN TUNA
27” Curved Fork Length

3 per person/day

SHARKS
AUTHORIZED SPECIES

No Minimum Fork Length
Atlantic Sharpnose, Bonnethead, 

-------
54” Minimum Fork Length

Atlantic Blacktip, Bull, Lemon, Nurse,
Spinner, Tiger, Blue, Common
Thresher, Oceanic Whitetip,
Porbeagle, Finetooth, Atlantic

Blacknose
------

78” Minimum Fork Length
Great Hammerhead, Scalloped

Hammerhead, Smooth Hammerhead, 
Only 1 shark from the lists above may

be retained per vessel per trip.  In addition,
1 Atlantic Sharpnose and 1 Bonnethead
may be retained per person per trip.  No
size or creel limits on dogfish sharks.

------
83” Minimum Fork Length

Shortfin mako
------

Prohibited Sharks
Atlantic Angel, Basking, Bigeye Sand
Tiger, Bigeye Sixgill, Bigeye Thresher,
Bignose, Caribbean Reef, Caribbean
Sharpnose, Dusky, Galapagos, Longfin
Mako, Narrowtooth, Night, Sand Tiger,

Sevengill, Sixgill, Smalltail,
Whale, White

James Bergen, age 8, from Gettysburg, PA was drifting Gulp
Swimming Mullets in the East Channel with Capt. Dave Caffrey on
the charter boat, “On the Run” when he hooked a pair of flounder
measuring 18 and 20-inches.  Pictured at Bahia Marina.

Caleb Symons from Lewes, DE was tossing a bucktail tipped
with  Fishbites around the Ice Breakers in the Delaware Bay when he
hooked into this 21-inch weakfish.  Photo courtesy of Lewes
Harbour Marina.
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Marc Bouchard maneuvered his way between the thousand boats
in the East Channel and was rewarded with a pair of flounder
measuring 17 and 18-inches.  Both were caught on white Gulp
Swimming Mullets.  Pictured at Bahia Marina.

Mike Rechen from Frederick, MD caught this 32 lb. bull dolphin
and a yellowfin tuna while fishing in the Washington Canyon on the
“No Quarter”.  Mike’s group ended their day with 29 dolphin,
6 yellowfins and 4 skipjack tuna in the box.  
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Always a boat to watch for when they roll into town for an Ocean
City tournament, the crew on “Goin’ in Deep” took 1st place honors
in the Heaviest Stringer Weight Division of the 2018 Ocean City
Tuna Tournament with 325 lbs. caught during their 2 days of
fishing.  On their first day out, they returned with a 60 lb. yellowfin
and followed that up with a 265 lb. stringer from the Washington
Canyon on Saturday, led by a 60 pounder caught by Larry Hesse, Sr.
Joining Larry were Mike Ajamian, Mike Cassidy, Anthony
Scardino, Capt.  Walter Harmstead and mate Justin Tonks.  For their
first place finish, the team took home $237,438 in award money.
Pictured at the Ocean City Fishing Center.

Calvin Kontos from Hyde Park, VT swept the Top Junior Angler
Division of the 31st Annual Ocean City Tuna Tournament with a
pair of 54 lb. yellowfins caught on the first day of the event.  Calvin
was fishing on the “Let It Ride” with his dad, Mike Kontos, Spencer
Donohue, Capt. Jake Farley and mate Kevin McWhorter.  For his 1st
place finishes, Calvin won $1,500 in award money.  Pictured at the
Ocean City Fishing Center.
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We saw some nice size dolphin arrive at the scale of the 2018
Ocean City Tuna Tournament, but none were heavier than the
49 pounder caught at 9:00 AM on opening day by angler Paul
Lebling on the “Spring Mix II”.  Paul hooked the big bull in 150
fathoms in the Washington Canyon while fishing with Ryan Jones,
Tony Merollini, Eamonn Reilly, James Walsh, Capt. Chris
Watkowski and mates Aryton Pryor and Rich Sies. For their 1st place
finish, the “Spring Mix II” team won $27,610 in award money.
Pictured at the Ocean City Fishing Center.

Top Lady Angler honors in the 31st Annual Ocean City Tuna
Tournament went to Michele Lambie with a 58 lb. yellowfin caught
while fishing on the “That’s Right” with Capt. John Oughton and
mates Austin Bickford and Anthony Frascatore.  On this day,
Michele and her team caught a pair of dolphin, weighing up to 24
lbs., in addition to another yellowfin that weighed 54 lbs.  For her 1st
place finish, Michele won $1,500 in award money.

On opening day of the 2018 Ocean City Tuna Tournament, the
crew on the “Magic Moment” set the bar for heaviest single tuna
with a 73 pounder caught while trolling a ballyhoo in the
Washington Canyon.  The fish held on to the top position right up
until the final day of the tournament, but got bumped to 2nd place
when the “Playmate” arrived with a 144 lb. bluefin.  The big
yellowfin also gave them 1st place in the Single Heaviest Fish for
boats 35-feet and under.  Mark Hutchison boated the 73 pounder
while fishing with Jim Barbey, Keith Harris, Neil Ireland, Brendan
Barbey, Richard Hutchison and Capt. Jim Bugg.  The team took
home $45,250 in award money. Pictured at the OC Fishing Center.

On opening day of the 2018 Ocean City Tuna Tournament, Ray
Stuckey on the “Troublemaker” captured a 41 lb. wahoo and held on
to win 1st place in the Top Wahoo Division and a check for $18,390.
Ray hooked the speedster in the Washington Canyon while fishing
with R.J. & Jake Stuckey, Tim Babikow, Greg Andrews, Fran Cole,
Capt. Kayvan Bahrami and mate Bobby Fletcher.  In addition to the
wahoo, the anglers boated 5 yellowfin during their trip.
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On the first day of the 2018 Ocean City Tuna Tournament,
anglers fishing on the “Marli” arrived at the scale with a 260 lb.
stringer of 5 yellowfin tuna caught in the Washington Canyon.
Unfortunately for the team, they were only able to weigh a 54 lb.
yellowfin on the final day and ended up in 2nd place in the Heaviest
Stringer Weight Division, worth $83,677 in award money.  Fishing
with Capt. Mark Hoos and mates Michael Butler and Dakota Bittner
were Sam Connors, Peter Schultz, Mike Bromwell, Joe Stein,
Tommy Distefano and Robert DiGiacomo.  

During the 2018 Ocean City Tuna Tournament, Nancy Kohl
captured a 54 lb. yellowfin on opening day and held on to win 2nd
place in the Top Lady Angler Division.  Nancy was fishing on the
“Reel Chaos” with Dan Harrison, Todd Breisch, Tom Cochran, Jason
Goozh, Capt. Anthony Matarese, Sr. and mates Mike Matarese and
Jake Graves.  The fish was caught in the Washington Canyon and
earned Nancy $1,000 in award money.

On Saturday, the second day of the 31st Annual Ocean City Tuna
Tournament, Charlie Gaskill muscled in a 42 lb. dolphin to win 2nd
place in the Top Dolphin Division and a check for $1,000.  Charlie
caught the bull dolphin on a ballyhoo dressed up with a Joe Shute
lure on the East Wall of the Washington Canyon.  Joining Charlie on
the “Seakeeper” were Brian Stevens, Tom Cole, Pete Nolan, Monty
Suder and Bryan Mullinex.  Weighed at the Ocean City Fishing
Center in West Ocean City, MD.

On the final day of the 31st Annual Ocean City Tuna
Tournament, Tina Boykin muscled in a 51 lb. yellowfin tuna to
jump into 3rd place in the Top Lady Angler Division, worth $500 in
award money.  Tina was fishing on the “Lucky Duck II” with
Benjamin Boykin, Greg Kolega, Mark Bowen, Kurt Wallace, Cliff
Wallace, Capt. Art Boykin and mate Bill Mengason.  Tina’s
yellowfin was hooked on the troll outside the Poor Man’s Canyon.
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During the 31st Annual Ocean City Tuna Tournament, the crew
on the “No Quarter” put together a 2-day catch of 301 lbs. to end the
tournament in 3rd place in the Heaviest Stringer Weight Division.
On opening day, the team weighed a 93 lb. stringer and followed
that up with a 208 lb. stringer of yellowfins on the second day of the
event.  The fish were caught while trolling ballyhoo and spreader
bars in the Washington Canyon. Fishing with Capt. Kyle Peet and
mates Jake Emche and Connor Campbell were Mike Peet, Bill
Schatzman, Joe Zimmer, Buddy Trala and Eric Stone.  The “No
Quarter” team took home $46,150 in award money. 

One of the last boats to arrive to the scale of the 2018 Ocean City
Tuna Tournament was the “Reel Chaos” with a 36 lb. dolphin
caught by Jason Goozh that was good enough to jump into 3rd place
in the Top Dolphin Division.  Jason hooked the dolphin on a trolled
ballyhoo in the Norfolk Canyon while fishing with Dan Harrison
(pictured), Todd Breisch, Nancy Kohl, Tom Cochran, Capt. Anthony
Matarese, Sr. (pictured) and mates Mike Matarese and Jake Graves.
For their 3rd place finish, the “Reel Chaos” team won $500 in award
money.  Pictured at the Ocean City Fishing Center.
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On Day 1 of the 31st Annual Ocean City Tuna Tournament, Leo
Kuneman caught a 59 lb. yellowfin tuna while trolling ballyhoo in
the Washington Canyon and held on to win 1st place for Largest
Tuna caught on a Boat 36 to 51-feet.  Leo was fishing on the “Reel
Desire” with Phil Courturier (pictured), Sam Gass, Bill Baines, Capt.
Kevin Cheetham and mates Travis Brown and D.J. Churchill.  For
their 1st place finish, the team won $13,590 in award money.

The team on the “Lucky Duck II” had a great final day in the
2018 Ocean City Tuna Tournament, arriving at the scale with
7 yellowfin tuna caught outside the Poor Man’s Canyon.  Their
5 heaviest tuna totaled 229 lbs. and earned the team Heaviest
Stringer Weight for Boats 36 to 51-feet.  Fishing with Capt. Art
Boykin and mate Bill Mengason were Tina Boykin, Benjamin
Boykin, Greg Kolega, Mark Bowen, Kurt Wallace and Cliff Wallace.
For their 1st place finish, the “Lucky Duck II” crew took home a
check for $8,100 in award money.  Pictured at the Ocean City Fishing
Center in West Ocean City, MD.

On the final day of the 2018 Ocean City Tuna Tournament, the
crew on the “Primary Search” arrived at the scale with a 3 yellowfin
stringer weighing 137 lbs. to give them top honors for Heaviest
Stringer Weight for Boats 35-feet and Under.  The fish were caught
on the troll outside Massey’s Canyon.  Tommy Clark led the way
with a 54 pounder that was hooked while fishing with Mike
Altadonna, Brian Suschke, Capt. Austin Ensor and mate James
Doerzbach.  For their 1st place finish, the “Primary Search” team
won $5,850 in award money.  

Dave Messick of Unscene Productions won the Capt. Robert
Gowar Award for his demonstration of excellence in the local sport
fishing community.  Dave is pictured at the Awards Banquet with
Ocean City Tuna Tournament representatives Brian Tinkler,
Jennifer Blunt and Rolfe Gudelsky.
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While dropping Gulp, clams and squid on an artificial reef, this group of anglers on the headboat, “Morning Star” hooked into some
good size sea bass and flounder measuring up to 21-inches.  Pictured are Linda Bealla, Patricia Sluhocki, Karen Bealla, Joe Bealla, Joe Bealla,
Jr., Lloyd Green and Robert Green.  The “Morning Star” is docked at the Ocean City Fishing Center.
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ITEMS FOR SALE

Need another deckhand to round out
my crew. Willing to learn/Love to fish! 
All deckhands are drug tested. Email 
mhawkins@morningstarfishing.com

or stop by the boat one afternoon 
when we get in. We fish year round!

Shark Jaws 
Cleaned & Mounted

$150 for sharks under 300 lbs.
Call Capt. Mark Sampson

410-726-7946

DECKHAND  WANTED
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NEW MOON
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