Priceless

I'he drum were drumming for Chris Taylor and his fellow anglers in early April. They worked both the Maryland and Virginia sides of | ™
Assateague Island landing numerous black dram on hi/lo rigs with 6/0 - 9/0 hooks using sand flea & Fishbites combos as well as peelers
g4 and clams. This one earned Chris the First Fish of the season for Black Drum for 2025 on April 6th.
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Tristan Archer and Stephanie Van Gasbeck bundled up to deal with the
cold and wind of early April weather for this trip to the Virginia side of
Assateague Island. They did not stay long, but Stephanie hooked this
27" black drum using sand fleas and a hi/lo fish finder rig.

www.coastalfisherman.net

I don’t think you could be happier than Brandon Miller after he caught
this nice tog. He shared they are pound for pound one of the hardest
fighting fish. This one fell for white crab at a small wreck about 5 miles
offshore.

f & Visit us at Rtii3BoatSales.net - 302.436.1737

Gall Us TODAY!

to Inquire ahout Selling your Clean,
Late Model, Yamaha Powered Boat

o (7 ' =5

2024 Pursuit $S328 Sport 2014 Tidewater 196 CC 2024 Pursuit DC246
Twin F300 Yamaha w/ 60 Hours, Twin Yamaha F150XCA w/ 107 Hours Yamaha F300 w/ 57 Hours,

Trailers available if needed Trailer Not Included Trailers available if needed

2023 Pathfinder 2200 TRS
Yamaha F150 w/ 77 Hours,
Trailer Included

- -

9? Seaswirl Striper 2100 DC
2016 F175 Yamaha w/ 257 Hours,
Trailer Included
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WE CARRY BERETTA, FRANCHI, CVA, STOEGER SPRINGFIELD BROWNING, 350 LEGEND
& 450 BUSHMASTER AND OTHER MANUFACTURERS OF SHOTGUNS & LONG GUNS

OUR HANDGUN SELECTION INCLUDES

BENELLI » GLOCK ¢ COLT  SIG SAUER « KIMBER « TAURUS & MORE!

- PURCHASE YOUR SCOPE HERE -
Sein %b%%?&“o%ﬁgg RS HAVE IT MOUNTED AND BORE SIGHTED FREE!

REFORMULATED -~ \¥/
NON-ETHANOL () LELUPOLD M — HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES —
GASOLINE! vRRIE*

- et ¥ h
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RODS & REELS - FROZEN BAIT - FISHING TACKLE - LARGE SELECTION OF AMMO
DEER CORN - LUMBER &: BUILDING SUPPLIES - SCREEN REPAIR - GRILLS

MON - SAT 7AM-8PM / SUN 7AM - 6PM ese 30244 CEDAR NECK ROAD ¢ OCEAN VIEW, DE #e¢ 3025391448
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Young Noah Altman from Huntington, PA experienced his own Easter miracle on the sands of Assateague Island landing his first ever
rockfish.

Jomen'’s Fishi .ru.. & Llfestyle Ap parel

100 GARFIELD PKWY STORE #6, BETHANY BEACH, DE

Email us: bethanybeach(@ta rHHLerIEl 302 4703613
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Hello everyone! It is with
great excitement to bring
you the first offshore
fishing report of the 2025
season, even if there is not
much to speak of off of
Ocean City quite yet. As
this is the first report of
the year it is also my first
time as the reporter, so I
would like to introduce
myself to everyone. My
name is Joey Marowski

wz iy
_OffshoreReport

~by.Joey Marows

and I was blessed enough
to grow up in the Ocean
City fishing community,
being born into a family of
avid fisherman with roots
in the local charter scene.
I grew up with a deep
passion for every type
of hunting and fishing
our local waters have to
offer. From catching spot
in the marinas as a young
child, to sneaking into

Summer Fun starts with the purchase
*‘.‘ - of a 2025 SUNCHASER Pontaon Boat

powered by 4-Stroke

Yamaha Ouvthoards

Check Out Our
Special Savings On In-Stock SUNCHASER
Pontoon Boats powered by Yamaha Outboards

FINANCING AVAILABLE!

y _br
Qe

2025 Sunchaser Lucemne 22 LROH Sport Tritoon
VF115 HP Yamaha 4-5troke = Burgundy Panel

2024 Sunchaser Sport 23 Fish Tritoon

@YAMAHA
RIDESTHENWAVE
~ SALES
AEVENT

200 HP Yamaha 4-Stroke « Oryx Panel & Platinum Upholstery  Yamaha V-Max 200 HP 4-Stroks = Carbes Panel & Platinum Uphetstery

2025 Sunchaser Sport 23 LRDH Tritoon

& YAMAHA_

YAMAHA 4-STROKES IN STOCK!
VF115LB * F115LB * F150XC * F200XC

Trailer & Boat Storage by the Day, Week, Month or Season with 24/7 Access

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
SERVING OCEAN CITY SINCE 1977
Personal Service at a Year Round
Full Service Marine Center

Located One Block from the Worcester County Boat Ramp in West Ocean City, MD

Email: harbordl@aol.com
12731 SUNSET AVE. WEST OCEAN CITY, MD +» HARBORMARINEOC.COM » 410-213-2296

golf course ponds after
bass, chasing flounder
and bluefish in the bays,
and then finally, the
seemingly inevitable
offshore bug finally got
to me. Working my way
up from headboats and
inshore charters wuntil
an opportunity finally
arose to be a mate on
an offshore charter, my
current job is in the
cockpit of the RoShamBo
out of the Ocean City
Fishing Center. I am
fortunate enough to be
on the water just about
every day of the season.
Although summer may
seem like a far-off object,
more signs of its return
are frequently showing
now. With longer days
and rises in both air and
water temps, it won’t be
long before local boats are
headed east after the first
tunas of the season. Those
lucky enough to take
advantage of the amazing
bluefin tuna bite we saw
this fall and winter all
the way through the New
Year, have their eyes on
the ocean temps off our
beaches in hopes of a
spring bite as these fish
return north. A few hours
and couple hundred
nautical miles south of us,

WUHAS IALZ ¢

FCREDRRRERA

www.coastalfisherman.net

the fishing out of Oregon
Inlet in North Carolina
has been nothing short of
spectacular, with catches
of giant bluefins giving
way toaninflux of warmer
water, and with it limits
of yellowfins, bigeyes,
blackfins and  gaffer
dolphins for their local
charter fleets. Sliding
even further south, the
first blue marlins of the
season were caught off of
Hatteras and Moorehead
City as those fish continue
to move into their spring
range and begin to slide
up the line. What does
this mean for us here in
Ocean City? Well, it’s hard
to say just yet, but if our
fishing from the winter
here and the bite going
on now down below us is
any indication, it’s time
to dust off the rods and
tackle, wash the leaves
out of your boat and
keep an eye on the eddies
of warm water that are
creeping into range. Or, if
that all sounds like a lot of
work, give one of our local
marinas a call and book
a charter on one of the
many great boats ready
to give you a memorable
day! With conditions
changing daily and
whispers of exploratory
bluefin missions in the
near future, I hope to
return next time with
news of fresh reports
as our season quickly
approaches!

DAVE MESSICK « Publisher
IAN POSTLEY « Graphic Design
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Chesapeake Medical System’s Mike Halsey and family spent the Easter holidays in the fabulous Florida Keys. This trip to the flats on

Good Friday saw Mike’s youngest son Myles (10) hook this beautiful black drum on a popping cork. They were fishing with Capt. Jeff
Oughton on the “Back at Ya”.

CEDAR CREEK &)

MARINE CENTER == OUTBOARDS

20676 Sussex Hwy. + Seaford; DE ¢ Rt. 13 SHIE’;oTax / WL 2.5 - 450 HP
in

302:404:54 I Delanarel == S W

B Yamaha 5 Star

. i g } " - I' L bl '
ﬂ 7 p “ _®B GOLD CERTIFIED
= - d d - Dealer
':'-..I : Y : = : "
“ O cEdarcreekmarinecenter.com

18’ - 29’ CENTER CONSOLES | __21’-28’ SPORT CABINS |

=

THE BEACH!
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Dan Wenzlaff of Advanced Marina in Ocean City wandered down to Quepos Marina Pez in Costa Rica last winter and got into some great sail fishing.
He caught this 112” and ~120-130 Ib. sail on the “Muy Caliente” using live sardines. Overall they went 6 for 8 on sails and landed a 135" and 400 Ib.
blue marlin and a yellowfin tuna.

IMARYLAND REGULATIONS

ELACK SEA BASS
13" minimum / 15 per person/day
May 15 - September 30
October 10 - December 31

CROAKER

2 minimum
25 per person/day

STRIPED BASS
2811
Less than 3 miles from shore
1 per person/day

BLUEFISH
8" minimum
3 per person/day or
5 per person/day Charter

RED DRUM
18-27" minimum
1 per person/day

SUMMER FLOUNDER
4 per person/day
1M1 -5/31 - 16"
&M -12/31 -17.5"

BLACK DRUM
16" minimum
1 par person/day up to & per boat/day

SHEEPSHEAD

4 per person/day
12" minimum

ko k

TAUTOG
16" minimum
4 per person/day 1/1 - 5/15
2 per personfday 7/1 - 10/31
4 per person/day 11/1-12/31

COEBIA
43" minirmum
1 per person/day &/15 - 9/20
Boat limit 2 for up to 2 anglers

“3&

SPECKLED TROUT

14" minimum
4 per person/day

WEAKFISH
13" minimum
1 per person/day

eregulations.com
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It was a chilly day with north mds for Mike Powers first outing this : 2 .
spring. He hit the sands of Fenwick State Park and landed this bluefish OPEN DAILY 10AM - 6PM
using frozen bunker from last year. It was the first reported bluefish catch
for 20051 THE 2025 FISHING SEASON IS HERE

THE PURE LURE BRAND HOUSE
HAS YOUR FISHING NEEDS COVERED

COME SHOP OUR NEW SPRING LINE

Com pl:zte- C,’.c m=JE| this
subs
dlL_.Jr'EE} W‘I‘th a t.}'lr.—:ck
for $85 to receive the
21 week publication
of the
Coastal Fisherman
delivered directly to

your home.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Address:

= SHOP ONLINE AT:
Go Online to coastalfisherman.net & Select the "MERCH" Tab PURE LU REFISHING ) COM

12748 Sunset Avenue » Ccean City, MD 21842
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Welcome back to another
season of summer fishing in the
Delmarva region! The past year
ended with a bonanza of big
bluefin tuna coming very close
to the shoreline. Anglers fought
huge 100-300 pound tuna
within sight of land through
in the early winter season. As
we look to the spring and early
summer season, many anglers
are cashing in on the black
drum and rockfish migrations.
The trophy red drum has also
started showing up to our
south in Virginia, however a
few have been pulled off of the
Assateague beaches north of the
Maryland line. Tog are on a few
of the nearby wrecks, as well as
along the rocks, in the inlets and
back bays. The first flounder
were caught, and with the size
minimum at 16 inches until
June 1st, now is a great time to
score some delicious table fare.

Surf Fishing

Assateague Island has been
on fire lately with several big
stripers, as well as huge black
drum being reported each
day. A fish finder rig with a
bigger circle hook is working
the best with a high low rig a
close second. Many of these
fish are swimming just past the
break waters, so long casts are
not required and many times
anglers are over throwing
the fish. Set multiple rods at
different distances allows the
angler to hone in on the correct
distance of the fish. Tristan
Archer took thekids outforaday
on the island and was delighted
to find the black drum willing
to accommodate. All the kids
caught drum and had a blast
reeling in the big fish. Spring
fishing is really kicking in down
south, so now is the time for
those wanting to hook a true

nnnnn

PARTS + SALES » SERVICE
* REPOWER
410-213-7986
nnnnnnnnnnnn Ecomenst.nat
West Ocean City

NN

oC p{wDER CoA i O

KOHLER T .
GENERATORS  Onon Sesrrees

Newly Renovateq
arts Dept.

to Better Sepye

our Customerst

.........

NORTHERN LIGHTS

M e

Email us at edwardsmarine@comcast.net
TINGS 12741 Sunset Ave.» West Ocean City, MD 21842

monster fish in front the beach.
Bri Smith from Delmar found a
nice fat drum she hooked from
the surf and was all smiles as
she showed off her catch. Scott
Wolf of Easton, MD used a high
low rig to fool another drum.
Fresh sand fleas and crab did
the trick to lure this big ugly
into biting. Connor taught
his dad a thing or two about
catching drum on the island,
and the father and sonduohad a
great day with tight lines many
times over. Mike Rogers has
managed two drum so far this
year and is off to an awesome
start! Annie Lott reeled in her
tirst ever black drum of the
season using cut crab. Tyler
Mathis used a beetle spin rig to
catch his first fish of the year.
He stated they liked the ones
with the yellow stripe. Chris
Taylor, Lucha Haberlen, and
Skyler Snead fished Assateague
Island and landed a few big
drum using sand fleas on fish
finder rigs. Erick Field fished
a cut and was rewarded with a
big black. Steve Maddox had a
great couple of days fishing the
beach and hooked several drum
and even a few rockfish. Josh
Barfield had a fun morning with
friends and besides hooking a
nice drum saw a seal basking
on the beach. Many people who
do not live here fail to realize
the population of seals we
have here in the winter. Mark
Stull caught a 31 inch black,
just north of the Maryland
line. The southern areas of
Maryland, near the state line
have produced the best spots
for drum, as well as rockfish.
Tayler Pari looked positively
ecstatic upon catching her first
black drum off the beach. Her
smile radiated as she held her
prize for the world to see.

Back Bays

The backwaters of Ocean City
are finally coming to life with
flounder being caught more
regularly, as the water warms
with the heat of the days. You
can find Bluefish and rockfish at
the Rt. 50 bridge most days, with

www.coastalfisherman.net

good schools of rockfish being
found at the Rt. 90 bridge after
dark. Small swimbaits are the
best lure when targeting these
fish at either bridge. Flounder
have been found in the deeper
water of the Thorofares mostly
onanincoming tide close to high
tide. Gulp tipped with squid or
minnows appears to be the bait
of choice for these sought after
flatfish. Congratulations to Rick
Gorsuch for catching the first
keeper flounder in OC. Rick,
while fishing with Paul Musser
and Paul Musser, Jr, caught an
18.25 inch keeper on a Deadly
Tackle Deadly Double with pink
and white Gulp in the Thorofare.
He caught the first flounder last
year as well, is this the start of a
streak? “Lucky Break Charters”
have had some good trips
already this season. Capt. Jason
Mumford reports they went 3
for 5 in the south bay behind
Assateague Island last week.
There were also a few caught
in the Thorofare. He stated the
tish were caught on minnow/
Gulp combos. John Foreman
has received numerous reports
of keeper flounder in the 17-24
inch range being taken from
the warmer shallow waters of
the bay. White Gulp appears to
be the fisherman's best friend.
Chris Murdock told us that the
inlet was on fire back in early
April and caught so many tog
he lost count. He and his crew
did bring 6 keepers home for
dinner after their 3 day fishing
excursion. Bob Haltmeier
fished the Oceanic Pier and
hooked several tog including a
couple of keepers.

Near Wreck Fishing & Reefs

Tog are being found on the
nearshore wrecks along with
some traveling bluefish. Fresh
crab chunks and clam are your
best bait when targeting these
tish. Deeper wrecks near the
Jacks Spot and great eastern
reef have produced the best.
“Double Trouble Charters” got
out a few days on their new boat
and were very pleased with the
performance of both the boat
and the anglers. A few nice
sized tog were brought home
for dinner much to the delight
of the clients. Captain D.].
Churchill has a few days open
in the upcoming weeks and
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believes the bite should really

start heating up as the water
temps continue to rise. “Fish
Bound Charters” reports the
weeks have been pretty windy
for getting to the wrecks, but
despite the wind they’ve had a
few decent days with a steady
bite and a few anglers saw limits
up to ten pounds. Captain Kane
stated the southern swell has
made some days very tough.
Anglers are still managing to
reel fish in the boat but really
need to be diligent to catch the
fish in the rough water.

Crabs & Clams

Not much word on clamming
behind Assateague due to the
colder water. The few reports
I've gotten indicate that the
areas are for the most part
untouched  and clams can
be found in knee deep water
while still being found deep
at the bottom. The crabbing is
much like our northern areas
and has been slow so far with
3-6 keepers per pot when fresh
bunker is used.

Until next week...
Tight Lines and Fins Up!

If the
Coastal
Fisherman
failed to exist, this
would be YOU!

Keep your
blood pressure stable

by supporting
Our Advertisers...

'l‘lley're the lifeline
of the business!
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OVERG0/000(TEMS{ONOUR WEBSITE'

FRESH & FROZEN BAIT
Rods - Reels - Combos . Rigs - Jigs - Weights - Hooks

FULL SELECTION OF
OUNDER FISHING

M”///////}Iﬂm ” -

LIVE MINNOWS SQUID SHINERS . GULP!

( BERKLEY - SEA STRIKER RIGS * AQUA-CLEAR RIGS):_ ‘

SPRO BUCKTAILS « TSUNAMI GLASS MINNOWS

| =

Rockfish & Bluefish Tackle including
LUNKER CITY - RIPTIDE - Z-MAN

Ocean City 410.213.2840
Annapolis 838,810.7283

N

Annapolis Store
2062 Somerville Rd.
Annapolis, MD 21401

Ocean CIt}' Sture
12826 B Ocean Gtwy
West OC, MD 21842
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(4 CHARTER FLEET

FOLLOW ALONG WITH OUR FLEET ON INSTAGRAM AND FACEBOOK @SUNSETMARINAOC

54' C!ISTOM CHROHHA 5?'DEHN JOHHSON
CAPT. AUSTIN ENSOR CAPT. LUKE BLUME
443-392-4926 410-251-1889

" 61 IIKING
CAPT. BRIAN PORTER & ALEX BEANE CAPT. BRIAN BEHE
410-458-1164 240-876-9054

HI'REGUMTOR
CAPT. DOUG SMETANA
302-379-1629

58" SHEARUNE
CAPT. PAT SUEHLA & RYAN FREESE

61' UGHTHING
CAPT. TROY SALMON
7571-371-9655

410-213-9600 | 12911 SUNSET AUE. OCEAN CITY, MD 21842 | OCSUNSETMARINA.COM
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4 DAYTON o BV DS
CAPT. RICH GALLAGHER N  CAPT. ZIP & EDDIE ZAJDEL
301-7104-71231 443-986-4968 | 443-966-1762

58’ RICHIE HOWELL
CAPT. MARK HOOS

OC FISHERMARN’S MARINA

12806 SUNSET AVENUE, OCEAN CITY MD | 410-213-2478

CONTACT THE CAPTAINS OR CALL 1-877-514-FISH TO BOOK.
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The charter boat “Flsh Bound” out of the Talbot Street Pier is known for their epic catches. Mate Kevin Twilley crossed a major mllestone this spring
catching his 100th double digit weight tog.

LOGO DESIGN - CUSTOM BOAT LINE DRAWINGS
APPAREL + HAT DESIGN - VINYL DIE-CUT STICKERS
BUSINESS CARDS - RACK CARDS

182, 200KTS MARKETING + MORE

CHRPARRAL

Robalo & Chaparral Boat Sales * Marine Repairs = Certified Technicians
* In/Out Rack Storage Facility - Dockage & Gas * Boat & Trailer Storage
+ Boat Rentals * Boat Hauling * Indoor & Outdoor Winter Storage
» Dometic & Vacuflush Dealer

Daina Behe fhe hello@46and2mktg.com

,r

848-459-8738 (call or text) MIHE¥  www.46and2mktg.com 66th St. Ocean City ~ Www.advancedmarina.com  410-723-2124
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UP TO 50(70 OFF

THE ENTIRE STORE
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PARK PLACE PLAZA
Rt. 50
W. Ocean City, MD 21842

410.213.9220
ParkPlaceJewelers.com
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Dick Wetzel got out and did what he does best, slaying snakeheads!

SR T e

We
refuse to refer them by the new marketing name Chesapeake Channa!
He hooked this big one in the Blackwater National Refuge. Extra points
for the sweet Coastal Fisherman shirt and for dropping off some fillets!

www.coastalfisherman.net

Commercial fisherman Capt. Jimmy Hahn worked the waters in
February chasing giant bluefin tuna. His daughter Allison hooked this
monster on the deck reel. It was 109” and 581 lbs. dressed. Estimated
at 700 Ibs. whole.

BLACK SEA BASS BLUEFISH
13" minimum / 15 per person/day Mo minimum size
May 15 - September 30 3 per day / 5 per day Charter

CROAKER RED DRUM
8" Minimum * 50 per person/per day 20-27" minimum
5 per person/day

STRIPED BASS .
28-31" except 20-25" only from BN
7/1 - 8/31 in DE Bay
* par i SUMMER FLOUNDER
4 per person/day
Catch & Release only from 1/1 - 5/31 - 16"

4/1 - 5/31 on Spawning Grounds &M -12/31 - 17.5"

[ STATE WATERS ONLY |

BLACK DRUM COBIA

16" minimum
3 per person/day

SPECKLED TROUT
12" minimum
Mo creel limit

SHEEPSHEAD
Mo limit

== o L
[— !
e %'.

TAUTOG
16" minimum
4 per personfday 1/1-5/M15
4 per person/day 7/1 -12/31

WEAKFISH
13" minimum
1 per person/day

eregulations.com
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Kevin Templin of Mohnton, PA and Lewes, DE got to spend some time in The black drum were running thlck in April of off Assateague Island
Key West, FL in February. He caught this 30” cero mackerel while fishing Ian Hinman found one of the few nice days to land this 33” drum with
on the ”Salty Goat” with Capt. Brittany and mate Gregory. a blue crab on the falling tide.

,_,_,.,w DIEHARD MARINE & RV BATTERIES IN STOCK'

) — | l CARQUEST
|

AUTO PARTS

[ Full Lme of “TOP BRAND" Clothmg for Men & Women

li Find us on ¥
Facebook h.

13 Atlantic Ave. on Rt. 26 » Ocean View, DE - 302.539.0555 - email: bethanyautoparts@gmallcom
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[ (AS REPORTED TO THE C

Snecies OCEAN cmr| DELAWARE | Species OCEAN CITY | DELAWARE

Bluefish

* January 1

Kenny Schoen
Hambone
442 Ibs.

k April 27
arter Frackerton

Indian River Bay
2.6 |bs.

To report your catch, call the Coastal Fisherman at 410-213-2200 or email to coastalfisherman@comcast.net
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The end of April was hot for young Carter Frackerton. He headed out Berlin natives Taylor Bakke (above) and Jeff Rosenkilde have been
to the Indian River bay and caught this 2.6 Ib. and 15%” flounder using tearing up the striped bass in the southern Ocean City bay this spring.
a Rig Walker paddle tail. Pictured at Rick’s Bait and Tackle. The pair have been landing them since mid March.

" BAIT& TACKLE

DIGITAL X-RAY SYSTEMS
SURGICAL C-ARM SUITES
3D MAMMOGRAPHY

. ...“. _;r.-' o | =
! [T

« On-5ite & Remote
24/7/365 Support

» Highly Trained and \
Certified Field Engineers

« Customized Turnkey
Solutions

» OEC C-Arm Experts

INSHORE : OFFSHORE : BACK BAY
CRABBING SUPPLIES

HUGE SELECTION OF (@v1/2¥
— ROD REPAIR & LINE SPOOLING ——

+ |SO 9001-2015 Certified

Specializing in hospital, imaging center, orthopedic
and urgent care Digital X-Ray, PACS, C-Arms, MRI, CT
and other diagnostic imaging modalities

800.333.5643
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Ocean City charter boat “Spring Mix II” spent the winter in Islamorada, FL at the renovated Three Waters Resort and Marina. Capt. Chris
Watkowski got anglers onto a mix of fish including bull mahi, tuna and mutton. They are docked for the summer in Ocean City at the Ocean
City Fishing Center.
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43" ALEX WILLIS CUSTOM CAROLINA =
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443-463-8902 | SPRINGMIXFISHING.COM

email:plebling@comeast.net | WERE LOCATED ATTHE OC FISHING CENTER IN SUIP B-12 410.213.2200
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Capt._i(ane Bounds on the charter boat “Fish Bound” based at the Talbot
Street Pier had several successful tog runs in late April. Anglers caught
their limit of tog or close to it. Largest for the last week was 17 Ibs.

s e

Capt. Dave Caffrey of “On the Run” charters based at the Bahia Marina is
always one of the first boats out for the season. He had several charters
in mid April catching nice sized tog at the Ocean City Inlet.

No Fls]:ung Lu:ense Requm:d'

F DAY FISHING DAILY
Sam - l 2pm & lpm_ Spm
We're Fishing out o the North Indian River Marina from May thru Mid October

i.m;ﬂ

-—cs sk

FREE ROD RENTAL FOR KIDS!
FREE BAIT « FREE FISH BAGS » FREE PARKING

/frrff {f;mm . ff,w,e 7 ,/r/;f Arattile:

- PROFESSIONAL & EXPERIENCED TOURNAMENT WINNING CREW
- FULL BATHROOM, HOT SHOWER, SATELLITE TV & SOUND SYSTEM

FULL DAY & HALF DAY TRIFS AVAILABLE
HID MAY THRLU END OF OCTOBER

— ]D o
{‘ ( 5D C‘) 0

- GREEN STICK FISHING TECHNOLOGY AVAILABLE :

- FULL DAY TRIPS, OVERNIGHT TRIPS & MORE

- DOCKED AT SUNSET MARINA IN WEST OCEAN CITY

LOCATED OFF OF RT. 1 AT NORTH INDIAN RIVER MARINA
JUST 5 MILES SOUTH OF DEWEY BEACH & 5 MILES NORTH OF BETHANY BEACH

f CART BRIANPORTER 410 4'4"1154 f \.-H':JT -'-"LE?" ElEﬁ.Nr— 40 E:

BOSSHOGGFISHING.COM
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Charter boat ”Pumpm Hard” f1n1shed out the 2024 season w1th a late fall schedule. Thls late September trlp saw a boat hmlt of mahi and a

daytime swordfish catch. Pictured at Sunset Marina.

> SPIIIHTFIS IHG |
E‘HHRTERS

| [:FIPT MIKE BURT T_\__:M gt
410.72B.8804 == L= .
Fishing out of ‘Sunset Marina S1ip =17 ss» pumpinhar:a’:;urtﬁ;hfngcirartemcum cﬂaSlalilshErman.nlﬂ a1"-213-220n

= Stup by our office or go to our wehsite to purchase
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It was a good charter for Brian Christophersen and his sons from Vestal, NY
aboard the “Lucky Break” with Capt. Jason Mumford. They were fishing Capt. Dave Caffrey of “On the Run” charters based at the Bahia Marina is

around the south Jetty in OC, and the south bay, boating 10 keeper flounder, always one of the first boats out for the season. He had several charters
5 tog and a blue fish using a mix of minnows, Gulp and green crab. in mid April catching nice 51zed tog at the Ocean C1ty Inlet

ANGL

- "ﬁi‘t oul'

ot : '
ohsite 1~4 § ﬂ v =
GAEROCNE = =i : ¥, 28 Parker CC

GLER o
fm 1L \\ B S . 3 with 20+ Years Experience
/ j & e on the Waters of Ocean City!

FLOUNDER ° ROCKFiSH
BLUEFiSH * DRUM
TOG * SHEEPSHEAD

We're located at BAHIA MARINA!

2 &4 Hour
INSHORE TRIPS

/™% ) EnjoyOur Famous
Scenic Cruises

* FAMILY FUN FOR A GREAT VALUE!
* BAIT INCLUDED & ROD RENTALS AVAILAELE
* GROUP DISCOUNTS & FREE PARKING!

Scan our code to book your trip!

L-Bpt Bill Buntlng Angler Boat located at 312 Talbot brrPet
Emall us: theanglprm Luﬂrnalt com e 41U EEr} "4'7‘4

b - DAVE@ONTHERUNCHARTERS.COM

» 410-251-964 5
ONTHERUNCHARTERS.COM
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Soiling out of Balia, osina ow the

-w @[FHLOUL ﬂin o TAUTOG6 TAum o JACKS
' » CROAKER

« Wreck & Bottom Fishing
- 100+ Passengers for Cruises

50+ Passengers for Fishing
 Rod & Bait Included
e Full Bar & Galley

Fou Resewations 9o£o our website of BohialHontna.com ov call 410-289-7438
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Last year’s Issue #1 cover girl Ivanna Harsman was at it again this spring.
Not quite the large gator bluefish of 2024, but still a nice 19” tog caught off
the 2nd street bulkhead in Ocean City on a sand flea.
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Michael Ward from Westminster, MD stepped into the past when he
accidentally hooked this prehistoric looking atlantic sturgeon. He was
targeting drum and stripers off of the Virginia side of Assateague Island.
These are federally protected fish so after a quick pic it was safely released.

Whether it's surf fishing, a private boat or charter service,
send us your catch for us to review.

SEND US YOUR
FISH CATCH PHOTOS!

Ils.e your phone to scan this code to assist you! QORR =y

Email ifto-coastafishermanzcomeast.net
410-213-2200

INCLUDE IN THE EMAIL:
= Angler's full name and town
+ Mames & towns of others in photo
+ Weight and/or length of fizh
* Baitlure used
* Location of catch
+ Mame of boat, if any
Flease do not compress the photo and do
nat run it through any photo soffware,

-

We do owr best fo run the pictures we receive,
however, we are sometimes unable fo run all
of the pictures dee to space restrictions
and other circumstances.
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FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES
NON ETHENOL GAS
| ‘;L | FUEL - GAS & DIESEL - BOAT RAMP
: | S  BAIT &TACKLE (LIVE, FRESH & FROZEN)

c/wsm Il KIS@ GO rore s

R — R — L e e e W .

2025 OURNAMENTS

3"' Alllll.lal 32“1. Annual onH Annual

Blues Capt. Steve Harman's Flounder
for DU Poor Girls Open Pounder

JUNE 6-8 AUGUST 14-16  SEPTEMBER 7

410289-7438  H@W

BahiaMarina.com ¢¢¢¢ fish@bahiamarina.com
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54' Chesapeake
Capt. Buddy Whetzel 301-325-0420

50' Custom Carolina
Capt. Dale Lisi 443-397-8455

48’ Ocean Yacht
Capt. Robert Grimes 443-864-7681

28’ Parker
Capt. Dave Caffrey 410-251-9645

48" Ocean
Capt. Steve Martin 732-735-0922

Capts. Dean Metcalfe 717-404-3331
& Nick Skidmore 717-615-0644

31 Hampage
Capt. Mike Hutchins 443-871-7354

8am Daily
Departure

Call us for
Schedule &

Pricing

e T

. FOLLOWINGISEAS™™ ,...

GUIDE! SERVICE

A WEEK!
| 8:00AM - 11:00AM
12:00PM - 3:00PM
| 4:00PM - 7:00PM

BAHIAMARINA.COM - FISHOBAHIAMARINA.COM ¢ 410.289.7438
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Ole Capt. “TomCat’ Perry from Ocean City, MD couldn’t wait for the weather to warm up here so he and his family headed to Aruba in early
April. He landed this nice speedster wahoo on a 3 oz. Heavy Head Canyon Candy lure with a Red Head White Skirt and a ballyhoo.
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Visit your local Suzuki Marine Authorized Dealerships

ADVANCED MARINA ALL STAR MARINE DANNY'S MARINE SANDPIPER MARINE SHORT'S MARINE

122 tith Street 2434 Holy Neck Boad 3559 Chateou Drive (R 50) 21550 Taylor Rood 32415 Long Neck Rd.
Goean Ciy, MD 11842 Essex, M0 21221 East New Market, M0 21831 Accomac, VA 23301 Hilsbora, DE 19956
$0-TI- 1124 4105758281 4I0-128-0254 757-787-7783 B02-945-1200

advancedmaring.com allstaronline.com dannysmarine.com sandpipermarine.net shartsmarine.com

5 YEAR LIMITED W

So0 Suruki L
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< { FISHING INTEL and COACHING SERVICE

Coverage from Cape Cod to North Carolina - and All Spots In-Between - by Dozens of Pro-Staff & Hundreds of Members

VIRTUAL CAPTAIN MAP - FLEET TRACKING IN REAL TIME
WEATHER ALERTS - TROLLING HOOK-UP ALERTS

« Average Member Owns a 28 - 32’ Center Console & Fishes * In-Season Strategy Zoom Calls on Intel, Strategy, Planning &

Mid-Shore & Inshore most of their Trips. Weather - 2-3 Times a Week.

« Our Major Focus is on Mid-Shore & Inshore Intel. * Four Live Winter Seminars & Hands-on Training.

* 24/7/365 Access to our Team Captains. * Private Facebook Forum.

* Multiple Real Time Reports via Email, Text & Facebook Every * Inshore Species Fishing Reports, Intel & Assistance.
Single Day of the Season. * Access to Multiple FREE Member Only Tutorial Trips.

= Daily Weather Reports, Updates and Monitoring. * Members Only Chat Room & VHF Channel.
* Monthly Medical Training Zoom Calls. » Stay in Constant Contact with Entire Team While Off-Shore.

+ 400+ Hours of Training Videos & 1000+ Pages of Powerpoint Slides.  * Thousands$$ in Discounts with Multiple Preferred Vendors.

» Multiple FREE Members Only Virtual Seminars All Year Long. * Coverage in Florida and North Carolina during Winter.
* Anonymous Membership or Transparent - Your Call.

CAPT. MARK HOQOS - "MARLI"
CAPT. GREG MAYER - "FISHIN' FRENZY"
CAPT. MARK DeCABIA - "REBEL"

CAPTS. SEAN WELSH & CHRIS HUK - "RESTLESS LADY 1& 2"
CAPT. AUSTIN ENSOR - "PRIMARY SEARCH"
CAPT. JEFF WARFORD - "WOLFPACK"
CAPT. FREDDY GAMBOA - "ANDREA'S TOY"
CAPT. RICKY WHEELER - "EUPHORIA"

J&B TACKLE

To sign up or more info, please call us at 732.272.4445 or email us at: info@canyonrunner.com

Visit us at CANYONRUNNER.COM




38th Annual

OCEAN CITY

TUNA

TOURNAMENT
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58 FT. CUSTOM CAROLINA 58 FT. GILLIKIN 57 FT. BLACKWELL 50 FT. RAY DAVIS
Capt. Steve Pfeiffer Capt. Chris Little Capt. Bob Layton Capt. Jeff Stewart

RL

BAIT & TACKLE SHOP
GIFTS & APPAREL

0C GUIDE SERV

29 FT. SEAVEE
Capt. John Prather

.

GET SUM BAY BEE
26 FT. CUSTOM 40 FT. CUSTOM
Capt. Nick Clemente HEADBOAT

— Call 410-213-1121 or VHF Channel
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HeEADOQUARTERS

—JULY10-13 )=

for more information, visit us at

q octunatournament.com 65 FT. GUTHRIE 60 FT. CUSTOM CAROLINA

Capt. Willie Zimmerman Capt. Jeremy Shandrowski

TURNIN'FINS [ FINATIC [ sPRNG MIX Il ALLIN

46 FT. OCEAN YACHT 43 FT. VIKING 43 FT. WILLIS 42 FT. JERSEY DAWN
Capt. Jake Shaffer Capt. Mark Malamphy Capt. Chris Watkowski Capt. David Midgett

* Fish cleaning station with professional cleaners on site
e 130 surge free boat slips ® 2 fuel docks and in-slip fueling

MORNING STAR * Free wifi and 30 & 50 amp hook ups available * 35 ton travel lift

YEAR ROUND HEADBOAT FISHING * Micky Fins Dock Bar & Grill ® Please call ahead for Dockside Parking
Capt. Monty Hawkins ’ <

71 for Service or Restaurant Dockage ———
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Spring has sprung and many
anglers look to the new season
with anticipation after a cold
long winter. Black drum are
beginning to show up on our
beaches along with rockfish
and blues. The back bays have
granted anglers the first keeper
flounder of the year. The rocks
at Indian River as well as the
outer wall of the Delaware Bay
are producing some big tog.
Surf fishing has been the main
focus of many early anglers with
the beaches showing signs of
life as the big stripers and drum
make their journey north for the
beginning of the year. The back
bays have begun to warm and
are producing a few flounder,
however water remains colder
than normal making both
flounder, crabs, and clams hard
to find.

Surf Fishing

Surf fishing has really started
to come alive with rockfish
and drum being pulled out of
the surf on a daily basis. An
evening high tide appears to
be the best time when targeting
these fish. Charlie Gardner
hooked a nice 47 inch black
drum from the beach early
in the morning. Alex Ramos
landed a 49 inch monster drum

while fishing Cape Point. Chase
Haugh took the day off work
and hit the beach pulling in a
few nice size drum to take home
for dinner. David Humphries
had a good evening on the
beach reeling in a nice size black
drum. Rand Singer was on the
Fenwick beach using sand fleas
and was rewarded with a big
black drum. Cesar Perez pulled
a 21”7 flounder off the beach
back on 21 April. Mark Morton
found the bluefish ready to
strike while fishing the beach
with mullet. Glen stopped in
at Henlopen Bait and Tackle
to show off his two drum he
pulled out of the surf. Justin
Brady also got in on the surf bite
at 3R’s catching his first black
drum of the season. Bob Golley
used his new ballistic rod to
pull in 2 nice blacks. Bryan
Lilly had a good start to his surf
tishing trip pulling in a healthy
drum from the beach using
sand fleas. Michael Spencer
was at broadkill fishing with
his daughter when she landed
her personal best rockfish.
Elena Spencer is 6 yrs old and
her father, Michael states she
loves fishing the surf with
him. It's great to see such an
accomplished young fisherman!
Greatjob to both dad and young

angler. The Old Inlet Spring
Surf Fishing Tournament was
held on Saturday with the
following results:

Open Division: first place was
Karen Alexander with 56 points
2nd place was Dan Termini
with 42 points, 3rd was Darren
Hooks with 33 points, and 4th
was Jeff Zukowski with 21
points. In the Kids Division
Owen Alexander captured first
place with 20 points and Everet
Hal came in second with 12
points. Dan Termini had the
largest fish which was a 41 inch
striped bass and Jeff Zukowski
had the biggest bluefish at 20
inches. These are your winners
out of a field of 209 participants.
Congrats to all!

Back Bays & Inlets

The back bays and inlets are
beginning to show life with
rockfish and blues arriving
at the inlet along with tog
on the rocks and wall and a
few flounder near the inlet in
deeper water. Jim Osborne
of the Lewes Tog Club Had a
good day on the river back on
March 30th catching 8 stripers
and 16 catfish in 3 hours. He
caught two big rock out of the
8. Bruce Carlton also of Lewes

www.coastalfisherman.net
Tog Club fished IR Inlet and
ended his day with 33 tog and
5 keepers. Steve Stafford stated
things are beginning to turn on
at the inlet as he showed off
his 2 keeper tog while using
shrimp. The fish were brought
into Hook’lEm and Cook’Em
Tackle. Drew Holladay landed
the first flounder for Delaware
catching a nice 17 inch flatfish
at IR Inlet. Dylan Dylan used
live eels at the inlet to fool a
keeper rockfish. Tony Walls
caught two tog off the rockson
April 10th measuring 134 and
15”. Although the fish were not
keepers he was glad to see the
fish showing up. He further
stated all the fish appeared
to be pregnant females. Nick
Hopkins reports the tog were
biting at the inlet and managed
to catch 2 just over 16”. Mick
Owens fished the outer wall
keeping one and releasing one
tog. Monica and Travis Rust
fished the Lewes Canal and
Monica caught their first keeper
flounder of the year. Great job
Monica! Matthew Soden had
a nice afternoon on the Lewes
Canal and put two keepers in
the ice box along with a few
throwbacks. Wiker Restoration
stated keepers are finally
showing up at the inlet. The big
19” fish came on high tide using
minnows and Gulp. Terry
Baldwin of Wiker Restoration
also stated big bluefish are being
caught in the river along with
tons of small rockfish. Thomas
cline got his first fluke keeper on

HOOK'EM & COOR'EM oo

- )
FULL SH ECTION OF BAIT & TP\CKLE fi

FOR ALL YOUR FSHING NEEDS

s, S Gn LT a0y nemad B ST oo oo Y e, \ =

TOP SHELF DEALER FOR sulmnnn . ,.:»)mam & I

OffFicial ngrwt Fc:r" FlSi"‘]ll’TQ I_|-:er1555

LCJC,F\TI:E‘.P AT TI—I1: NDIAN ENVER MAREINA

Al
A,

HOOKEMCOOKEM.COM --

39401 INLET ROAD,

REHOBOTH, DE --

302.226.8220
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April 22nd. Larry Eastman had

his first keeper fluke of the year
at 17.5” fishing the mid bay of
Indian River. Greg Allen fished
the southside of the inlet and
using shrimp and a No2 hook
caught a nice 16.5 inch keeper
tog. Delaware DNREC reports
some large stripers have been
caught both from the beach as
well as the inlets. Bluefish and
rock are being caught mostly in
the evening and at night from
the inlet. Tog have been caught
at the inlets on sand fleas.

Nearshore Wrecks & Reefs

It is still a little too cold for
nearshore fishing with water in
the low 50s however a few tog
are being caught off the wrecks
along with some bluefish close
to shore. Chris Simpson had
a good day tautoging on the
wrecks managing to put 4 in the
box with over 20 released. Great
job Chris! Dennis Fleetwood
caught over 100 fish on his day
out at the wrecks. His crew
brought home 7 keeper togs,
two of which had tags. Marie
Rickenbacker had an amazing
day on the water catching eight
beauties to bring home for
dinner. Nothing beats the taste
of fresh fish after a long cold
winter.

Clams & Crabs

Clamming has been very slow
due to the 50 degree water
temps. Many anglers are not
yet willing to wade out in the
cold water to rake for the clams.
For those willing to don waders
and brave the cold, clams can
be found deep in the sand and
large numbers can be caught.
Crabs have been up and down
so far this year. Samantha and I
found on a pot pull in mid April
we were averaging 4-6 keepers
per pot. Then as the cold front
returned the following week
we got 4 crabs total from 4 pots.
The past weeks have produced
a total haul of between 15-35
keepers per our 4 pots. on
a side note, Old Inlet Tackle
has some big fresh and frozen
bunker looking very fresh and
clean.

Until next week...
Tight lines and fins up
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@YAMAHA

MASTER YAMAHA
TECHNICIAN ON STAFF

<

@ PURSUIT Fom24-45F

UNRELENTING PERFORMANCE rhar is BHIIT WITH !HEEHITI’ AND A REHHEHEHT BE I’HHB EHHPARE

C O/

24DCC IN STOCK!

ZATIIFEM@EZE

RHH Shallaw with a Big Boat Ride From 22 27 Lt

G&E)COBALT BOATS
Bmenence Extraordinary From 24 -35 ft.

R6 OUTBOARD REUU T BUARD!

52 CEMETARY RD., SELBYVILLE, DE - 3024361757
Visit us at RiiidBoatSales.net
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Bluewater Advisor’s Mark Debinski headed south to beat the February weather in Maryland. He was in the Golfito region of Costa Rica and
caught quite a haul. In addition to the bluefin trevally and rooster fish, he landed a 55 Ib. yellowfin tuna and a bull mabhi.

ARYLAND . DELAWARE . VIRGINIA

CITATION SIZES

Atlantic Spadefish
Black Drum

Black Sea Bass
Bluefish

Blue Marlin*
Cobia

Croaker

Dolphin

Flounder

Golden Tilefish
Kingfish (Northern Whiting)
King Mackerel
Red Drum*
Sailfish*
Sheepshead

Spanish Mackerel
Speckled Trout
Striped Bass
Tautog

24"
48"
20"
34"
Any Size
44"
18"
45"
24"
35"
14"
40"
36"
Any Size
20"
22"
24"
40"
24"

DE %k

50 Ibs. or 45"
3 lbs. or 17"

12 Ibs. or 29"

Any Size

45 Lbs. or 48"
3 lbs. or 19"

15 lbs. or 41"
7 Ibs. or 25"

35 Ibs. or 40"
11b. or 13"

10 Ibs. or 26"

45"

8 lbs. or 22"
5 Ibs. or 22"
44"

7 Ibs. or 25"

VA
22" or 8 Ibs.
80 lbs. or 46"
5 Ibs.

16 Ibs. or 36"
Any Size
55 Ibs. or 50"
3 Ibs. or 20"
25 Ibs.

6 Ibs. or 26"
30 Ibs.
1.5 Ib. or 16"
20 Ibs.
46"

Any Size
10 Ibs. or 24"
4 Ibs. or 26"
5 Ibs. or 24"
44"

9 Ibs. or 23"

Wahoo
Weakfish
White Marlin*

SHARK:

Blue Shark*
Hammerhead*
Thresher*
Tiger*
Swordfish

TUNA:

Longfin Albacore
False Albacore
Bigeye***
Bluefin***
Yellowfin***

ﬁnl!
24"
Any Size

Any Size
Any Size
54"
Any Size
Any Size

36"
24"
60"
55"
S50”

DE %* ¥
20 Ibs. or 50"

3 Ibs. or 20"
Any Size

100 Ibs. or 66"
100 Ibs. or 66"
100 lbs. or 66"
100 Ibs. or 66"
Any Size

30 Ib. or 32"
12 Ibs. or 26"
70 Ibs. or 48"
100 Ibs. or 60"
70 Ibs. or 48"

VA
35 Ibs.

30"
Any Size

T2
127
12"
72"
100 Ibs.

40 Ibs.
32"
70 Ibs.
100 Ibs. or 60"
70 Ibs.

* Only released fish are eligible in Maryland program
** DE - Lengths only apply to Live Release
*** Use curved-fork-length measurements

eregulations.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

May 7, 2025 Coastal Fisherman Page 35

Authorized Dedler
for MAN & YANMAR

MARYLAND + DELAWARE + VIRGINIA

410-255-5818

Email: hildsmarine1@verizon.net «« hildsmarineservice.com

w oz MOBILE SERVICE UNITS
’;g___&" Servicing Ocean City Marinas & Indian River Marinas

VISIT US AT RTIN3BOATSALES.NET - 302.436.1737

= BOAT DETAILING
@ SHRINK WRAPPING
@ SAND BLASTING
o BOTTOM PAINTING

MARINE

FOLLOW US DN SOCIAL MEDIA : AVE: 410-708-B263
f CLEVEL MARINE SERVICE [O5) ©C_LEVEL_ MARINE [YLER: 443-493-0797

INTRINSIC’S

o |"T|_‘
'\'I E‘L‘.‘. L .III_J'_'JI_.II I':r 'rl

SERV!CE CENTER

Ir
-

On-The-Road / On-The-Water Full £ vice in
DCEAH CITY MD & AHHAPDUS MD
410.263.9288 | WWW.INTRINSICYACHT.COM

OYAMAHA @ smmcumr  capmMiM DOMETE  [pE  A-AuDo

B W B2 WP B @D cureceater | OMNI - SONAR « RADAR « SOUNDERS « MFD & MORE
MARINE ELECTRONICS, SERVING THE OC FISHING GDHHUMTYFDR OVER 28 YEARS!

lteve I

SALES, SERVICE & TROUBLESHOOTING

ABYC

CERTIFIED

TN
fins‘ren‘i

1 | DEALER | j
* y /t

4 o * Corrosion Surveys
| ~ = SEAKEEPER Master Techrician
Gﬁml‘,m  Watermakers

G * Refrigeration / Ice - Dometic
= SEAKEEPER + Alr Conditioning - Dometic

410-231-3191 catiorText . StevesMarineService.com

VEHICLE TAG & TITLE

Located at 12507 SUNSET AVE #8 OCEAN CITY MD 21842

" MANY TYPES OF TRAILER TAGS
MD & DE BOAT REGISTRATIONS

MVA Licensed

* AWLGRIP / IMRON PAINTING = ENGINE SERVICE & REPAIR
« FIBERGLASS / GEL COAT REPAIR » SODA BLASTING / BOTTOM PAINTING

« WASHING / WAXING
« BOAT HAULING
« BOAT STORAGE

= CUSTOM WOODWORKING
= WINTERIZATION & SHRINK WRAPPING
« WELDING & TRAILER REPAIR

"Factory Trained & Certified on All Major Brand Cutboard Engines”

410.835.8266 oceanaboatworks@hotmail.com

AﬂAmc « INSPECTION OF INTERNAL & EXTERNAL COMPONENTS

TAC KL

SHIMANG

OFFICIAL REEL REPAIR CENTER

+ DISASSEMBLY,REMOVAL OF CLD LUBRICANTS & CONTAMINATES

CALL 410.213.0421 ABOUT REEL REPAIR SERVICES! |

EASTERN SHORE MARINE SURVEYING & CONSULTING
CARPT, JOSH WENTLING

APPRAISALS
MARINE SURVEYING
BOAT DELIVERY
VESSEL OUTFITTING

PERSONALIZED INSTRUCTION

Zh

SAMS-5A
UISSA MASTER
MARINE SURVEYOR

12404 EASTERNSHOREMARINE.NET
443.235.6221

Advertise

Here
410-213-2200
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Apparently this 16 1/2” flounder d1d not see 6 year old Pete Shustrick of
Hollsopple, PA coming despite all of his day glow orange! He caught
this keeper off of Assateague Island using bunker while fishing with his
dad Zack, mom Jenny and his two brothers Wes and Bo.

* 7 Auntomatic Prmtmg Presses
* 3 Automatic Embroidery Machines
= 100,000 Promotional Items_

_Dﬁii‘.‘r

ULARAC LS
ErALD

ELEXFEIT
-

Hedd Sun Custom. uryuﬁ'r mnmg needs.
Buying local makes a differencel

Call today o speak withoar gudlilied

oUU-330-9103

On the Maryland-Delaware line, Selbyville, DE
vwww.RedSunCustom.com

saies representatives

ICE

Ocean City Inlet!

PIER HSHING unoeR THE LIGHTS!

visit us at Oceanicpier.com

BAIT & TACKLE - ROD RENTALS
ROD & REEL SALES - APPAREL
« SNACKS - RESTROOMS

710 S. Philadelphia Ave. at the

www.coastalfisherman.net

’ﬁ‘a

COUSTRAR WM

It was a nice surprise to receive this photo from Micheal Milanese in mid
April. Given the cool temperatures we would not have expected decent
crabbing. Allie and Maddie Milanese from Lutherville, MD proved us
wrong pulling up 15 keepers from Whites Creek in Delaware on their
boat the “Reel Salty” ranging from 5 to 6.5”.

‘ , PIGTURE!

g call us ;
= @ B atthﬂuﬂmaiane

Email if torcoastalfishermanecomeast. net

410-213-2200

INCLUDE IN THE EMAIL:
* Angler's full name and town
* Names & towns of others in photo
* Weight and/or length of fish

* Baiture used

* Location of catch

» Mame of boat, if any

Please do not compress the photo and do
nof run it through any pholo software,

410-289-2602
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= The Indlan River Inlet started to light up in early Aprﬂ Angler Steve

Justin Field took advantage of one of the nicer days in early April to Stafford caught these two keeper tog there on the 4th using shrimp.
land this right sized black drum off of Assateague Island. Pictured at Hook’em & Cook’em at the Indian River Marina.
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by Steve Katz

Always On Watch:
Remote Boat Monitoring
Comes of Age

Welcome back Coastal Fisherman
readers! As we set our sights on
a promising 2025 season—filled
with tight lines and calm seas—
we begin not with celebration, but
with a cautionary tale. Just weeks
ago, a boat quietly slipped beneath
the waterline while docked in
its slip. The full story remains a
mystery to us, but it serves as a
stark reminder: disasters can strike
when no one is watching. In this
issue, we’ll explore the onboard
systems that can serve as your
eyes and ears—alerting captains
and owners to danger before it's
too late.

As the conclusion of the off-
season in the mid-Atlantic region
approaches and preparations for
relaunching vessels are underway,
it is an opportune moment to
consider potential vulnerabilities.
A recent unfortunate incident
involving the sinking of a
sportfishing boat shortly after its
return to its seasonal berth serves
as a poignant reminder of these

risks. While the precise cause
remains under investigation,
initial indications suggest an

unforeseen ingress of seawater or
dock water overnight, exceeding
the operational capacity of the
installed bilge pumps.

In a recent personal experience in
Florida, a comparable situation
arose while I was engaged in work
on a vessel that had been serviced
on land during the week and
returned to the water on a Friday
afternoon. Following the departure
of the regular crew members
for the weekend, I happened to
observe a significant and constant
accumulation of water in the bilge.

Sensar Marine

Upon further investigation, it was
discovered that the clamps on
the 2”7 air conditioning seawater
pump discharge hose had been
inadvertently omitted, resulting in
a continuous leak. This oversight
could have easily led to the
complete detachment of the hose
from the pump. Given that this

qu fred
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occurred on a Friday evening
preceding a weekend, the leak
might have gone wundetected,
and even if the bilge alarm were
functional, it might not have been
noticed until a hazardous volume
of water had accumulated.

NOTE: Test your boats” high-water
alarm. All boats with an enclosed
accommodation compartment
shall have an audible alarm to
indicate bilge water is approaching
the maximum bilge water level.
(ABYC standard ABYC H-22.7.3)

Both of the aforementioned
incidents could have been
promptly communicated to the
owner, captain and crew through
the implementation of a remote
monitoring system. Such a
system need not involve excessive
expenditure or undue complexity.
I would suggest a standalone
system that is straightforward to
operate and evaluate, providing
dependable and accurate reports.

In a related context, it is important
to understand that conventional
bilge pump systems are designed
to evacuate limited quantities of
water resulting from minor issues
such as shaft seal leaks, plumbing
inconsistencies, or rainwater
accumulation. The advertised
capacities of these bilge pumps
is often extremely overrated
compared to the real world
scenarios. These standard bilge

uoou'm & COOK'EM OUTFITTERS
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pump systems are not engineered
to maintain a vessel's buoyancy in
the event of a substantial breach.
In contrast, emergency ‘"crash
pumps," which are exceptionally
high-volume pumping systems,
are specifically intended to assist
in preserving a boat's flotation
during critical situations. These
systems often utilize an engine
raw water pump or another
high-capacity system to rapidly
discharge considerable amounts
of water, ideally keeping pace with
the ingress until a temporary or
permanent repair can be effected.
To illustrate this capability, a
single Caterpillar C32B engine, for
example, possesses the capacity
to pump in excess of 8,000 gallons
of seawater per hour. By creating
a plumbing system that can
optionally allow the engine to
draw water from within the boats
bilge, the engine can greatly help
remove water in the event of a
catastrophic problem

The majority of contemporary
boat monitoring systems comprise
a central processing unit and
an array of sensors strategically
positioned throughout the vessel.
The most fundamental yet highly
effective  systems incorporate
high-water alarms and shore
power monitoring capabilities.
Certain systems can also monitor
the operational status of existing
bilge pumps by tracking their
activation frequency. Furthermore,
some advanced systems offer the
ability to monitor environmental
temperatures and battery voltage
levels.

Most of these monitoring systems
are designed to communicate via

f
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cellular networks. Consequently,
provided that cellular data service
is accessible at the vessel's location,
the system can effectively monitor
the boat and transmit alerts in
the event of any anomalous
conditions.

While internet-connected vessels
undoubtedly permit a wide range
of remote monitoring possibilities,
it appears that the most practical
and  user-friendly  solutions
are often the simpler systems
specifically engineered for marine
applications.

Popular  monitoring  systems
are available from well-known
companies such as:

GOST
Garmin OnDeck

Yamaha Siren and several smaller
specialized firms including:

BoatCommand

LOC Marine

Barnacle

Sensar

Zigboat

Most of these systems are

available for hardware costs
under $1000 and often involve a
monthly monitoring subscription
fee starting at around $20. The
installation of these systems
typically requires labor and
materials for routing the necessary
wiring to the sensors; however,
once the installation is complete,
the systems are generally reliable,
with the exception of periodic
battery replacements if wireless
sensors are used.

The reassurance that these
systems can provide to the
captain and crew is considerable.
I recall working with a captain
who made it a routine practice
to visit the marina and check on
the vessel each evening before
retiring for the night. Even after
the installation of a monitoring
system, it took a year for him to
develop complete confidence in
its accuracy in assuring the proper
functioning of the boat’s critical
systems. The system featured an
online dashboard that allowed
him to view the status of critical
systems, temperature readings,
confirmation of shore power
connection, bilge pump cycling
activity, and, crucially, high water
alerts.

To SHELF DEALERFOR (@) SHIMANC
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These systems are certainly not
intended as a replacement for
regular engine room and hull
inspections; rather, they serve as
a valuable supplement to visual
checks, particularly when it is not
feasible to be physically present
on the boat, such as overnight or
during periods away from the
vessel.

As is widely known, many
sportfishing boats are berthed
in remote locations, and crew
members may not always be

readily available due to the
seasonal nature of fishing
activities. Instead of solely relying
on dock staff and entry-level
crew to monitor the vessel, a
remote system can promptly alert
the captain to any irregularity,
enabling them to direct or address
the issue as it arises.

Once captains and crew get past
the initial learning curve, the value
and usefulness of these remote
monitoring tools make them a
welcome upgrade for nearly any
boat.

;Zf}_/.-.;ﬂ!.fk?r . }Wr Lo
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Easy Garlic Parmesan
Baked Flounder

Ingredients:

1% pound flounder fillet, sole fillet
will also work

2 medium zucchini, halved and
cut into %2-inch slices (half moons)

1 small red onion, halved and cut
into Y4-inch slices (half moons)

3 garlic cloves, minced
2 teaspoons dried oregano
Y2 teaspoon paprika

Y2 teaspoon cumin

Juice of 2 lemons, plus more lemon
wedges for serving

1/4 cup to 1/3 cup extra virgin
olive oil

1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese
Directions:
Heat the oven to 350 degrees F.

Pat the fish dry and season it well
with kosher salt and black pepper
on both sides. Arrange the fish in
a large pan and add the zucchini
and onions next to it and season
them with salt and pepper.

In a small mixing bowl, add the
garlic, spices, lemon juice, and
olive oil. Whisk to combine.

Pour the sauce all over the fish
and vegetables.

Bake in the heated oven for 7 to
10 minutes, then carefully remove
the pan and sprinkle the grated
parmesan all over the fish and
vegetables. Return the pan to the
oven and bake for another 3 to 5
minutes or so until the fish is flaky
and the cheese has melted some.
(Flounder fillets are thin and
should not take too long to cook.
Be careful not to overcook them).

Baked Drum with
Lemon & Garlic

Ingredients:

1 lemon

4 (5 0z) black drum fillets
1/2 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon pepper

1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
2 cloves garlic, grated

1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil

www.coastalfisherman.net

TN
1 tablespoon freshly chopped
parsley

Directions:

Heat the oven to 400°F.

Slice the lemon into 8-10 thin
rounds.

Rinse and pat fillets down with
paper towels. Season each fillet
with salt, pepper, and garlic
powder.

Place fish in a baking dish then
sprinkle with fresh garlic.

Drizzle extra virgin olive oil over
the fish, then place 2 lemon slices
over the top of each fillet.

Bake until the fish is cooked

12 BEERS on

YWCATED IN E:":'_-.-.I'-, A

CHEER ON
your FAVORITE
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through and flaky, around 20-25
minutes.

Top each piece with fresh parsley
and serve immediately.

Sautéed Wild Striped Bass
Ingredients:
For the Roasted Fennel:
2 bulbs fennel trimmed
4 teaspoon extra-virgin olive oil

Sea salt and freshly ground pepper
to taste

slices lightly on both sides with
olive oil and season with salt and
pepper. Arrange them in a single
layer on a rimmed baking sheet.
Roast the fennel for 30 minutes, or
until it is fork tender.

When the fennel is finished
cooking, heat a large saute pan on
the stove top over medium-high
heat. When the pan is hot (you
can test it with a drop of water; if
it sizzles it's ready), sear the fennel
for 2 minutes per side, or until the
slices turn golden brown. They are
good hot, or at room temperature.

For the Sautéed Corn and Tomato
Salad:

1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil

3 ears corn shucked and kernels
cut off the cob

1 pint cherry or grape tomatoes
halved

Sea salt and freshly ground pepper
to taste

For the Striped Bass:

4 (8 oz) skin-on wild striped bass
fillets cut abut 1-inch thick

Y2 cup all-purpose flour

Sea salt and freshly ground pepper
to taste

2 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil
Directions:

Prepare the Roasted Fennel:
Preheat oven to 375° F.

Slice the fennel bulbs lengthwise
into Yo-inch-thick slices. Brush the

Prepare the Sautéed Corn and
Tomato Salad:

Heat the olive oil in a medium
saute pan over low heat. Add the
corn and sauté for 3 minutes, or
until slightly softened. Transfer
the corn to a bowl and allow it to
cool for a few minutes. Stir in the
tomatoes and sprinkle with a few
pinches of salt and pepper to taste.
Toss to combine.

Prepare the Striped Bass Fillets:

Meanwhile, rinse the fillets and
pat them dry with paper towels.
Dust the fish on both sides with
flour to coat. Shake off any excess,
then season with salt and pepper.

Pour the oil into a large, heavy
sauté pan, adding more if needed
to coat the bottom of the pan.
Heat over medium heat and,
when the oil starts to shimmer,
put the fillets flesh-side down in
the pan and cook for about 3 to
4 minutes per side for a 1-inch-
thick fillet (a 2-inch-thick fillet will
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need 5 to 6 minutes per side). Be
patient and resist the temptation
to flip sooner, and only flip once.
Serve immediately with Corn and
Tomato Salad and Roasted Fennel!

Parmesan Crusted Tautog
with Herb-Lemon Sauce

Ingredients:

For the fish:

11b tautog fillets

Smoked paprika

Salt and pepper

Shredded parmesan cheese
Directions:

Preheat the oven to 425 and line
a baking sheet with tin foil or
parchment paper.

Arrange fillets on the baking
sheet and sprinkle each fillet on
both sides evenly with smoked
paprika, salt, pepper and shredded
parmesan cheese. Bake for 7-10
minutes, or until cooked through.

For the Sauce:

Ingredients:
1 T unsalted butter

2 T extra virgin olive oil

4 cloves garlic, minced
Juice and zest of 1 large lemon
Salt and pepper

1 T minced basil, chives, flat leaf
parsley, rosemary and mint

Directions:

In a small saucepan, melt butter
over medium heat then add in
olive oil and garlic. Bring to alow
sizzle for 2 minutes, then turn the
heat off and stir in lemon juice and
zest, salt and pepper to taste and
herbs.

Let the herbs marinate in the sauce
for at least 10 minutes, and then
strain the herbs out (optional)
before drizzling over the fish. You

Open 7 Days a Week, 364 Days a Year!

sh is - Steamed Shrimp & Clams - Oysters
Crahcakes - Platters - Sandwiches - Wraps & More!
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can use this sauce to drizzle over
the rice too!

Maryland Crab Feast
Ingredients:

1 or 2 (12-ounce) cans beer, such as
a light American lager

Distilled white or cider vinegar as
needed, plus more for serving

Live Maryland blue crabs, as
many as you want

Old Bay or other similar seasoning
mixture as needed

B e
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Drawn or melted butter for serving
Directions:

Add enough beer to the largest
pot you own to reach a depth of
roughly 1 inch. Pour in a generous
splash of vinegar. The exact
quantity isn’t important; just give
it a good little glug. (Note: You
can also just use water to steam
the crabs, if you want. The flavor
difference will be subtle.)

Add a steaming rack tall enough

to stand higher than the liquid
level in the pot. If you don’t have

Since 1915

1st Street - OC Boardwalk

410-289-5054

White Marlin Mall - West OC

410-213-0314

one, try wadding aluminum foil
into ropes to make a makeshift
rack that will hold the crabs aloft.

Add the crabs, a few at a time,
generously sprinkling Old Bay
all over them as you go. Add Old
Bay to taste (the more you use,
the spicier the crabs will be). If
you can't fit all your crabs in the
pot and/or can't fit a cover on the
pot, you will have to steam them
in batches.

Set over high heat and bring to a
boil. Cover pot and cook for 15
minutes. Check the crabs: They
should be bright red and piping-
hot when done. If they’re not, cook
for an additional 5 to 15 minutes,
until crabs are bright red and no
traces of blue remain.

Remove crabs and repeat with
any remaining crabs. Serve with
distilled vinegar and drawn
butter on newspaper-covered
tables. Sides like corn on the
cob, cornbread, and coleslaw are
commonly served alongside.

Black Drum with
Creole Mustard Sauce

Ingredients:
(2) 6 oz portions black drum
Creole Mustard Sauce:

1/2 cup Greek yogurt at room
temperature

2 tbsp creole mustard

1 tbsp lemon juice

1 tsp cayenne pepper
1 tsp white pepper

Ya tsp fine sea salt
Mix and set aside
Blackening seasoning;:
2 tsp smoked paprika

2 tsp brown sugar

www.coastalfisherman.net
1.5 tsp cumin

1 tsp garlic powder

1 tsp onion powder

1 tsp sea salt

1/2 tsp chili powder

1/2 tsp black pepper
Additions:

6-8 tbsp of salted butter

1% ¢ mushrooms sliced thinly

Y2 ¢ chopped tomatoes, cherry or
roma

Large handful of fresh spinach
Directions:

Prep creole mustard sauce by
combining all ingredients. Set
aside.

Season fish with blackening
seasoning.

Bring a heavy bottomed pot to
medium high heat and add the
tish. Sear for 4 minutes, flip and
continue searing on the other side.

Add in 6 tbsp of butter around
the fillets. Tilting the pan so that
the butter encircles all sides of the
fillet.

Add in mushrooms, tomatoes and
spinach and continue cooking
until the fish is cooked through.
About 4 min, then remove fish
from the pan and set aside.

Stir in the Creole Mustard Sauce
and continue to stir vegetables

until spinach is wilted and
vegetables are cooked through.
About 2-3 more minutes. Taste
the sauce and adjust seasoning as
needed. To dial down the mustard
you can add 1-2 more tablespoons
of butter.

Plate fish over brown rice and top
with creole mustard sauce.
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The competition to catch the first summer flounder of 2025 was fierce
this year. Capt. Jason Mumford on the charter boat “Lucky Break” just
missed capturing the title by an hour on this April 4th trip with Brook
Bowen, Pete Ennis and Liz Wool from Snow Hill, MD. They did manage

Dave Moore earned the First Fish of the season title for tog with this 3 keepers from the south Ocean City bay using minnows and Gulp. The
16” keeper he pulled from the Ocean City inlet on March 14th. largest was 21”.

SUPERIOR
FISHING BOATS

e

Shorts Marine

- CHECK OUT
OUR INVENTORY!
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32415 Long Neck Rd
WWW.SHORTSMARINE.COM Millsboro, DE, 19966
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Angler Alexi Hionis hooked a nice rockfish off the sand of Bowers Beach
on the Delaware Bay. This one fell for a bloodworm & mud minnow
combo on a 1/0 circle hook. It was just short of the slot at 262" so back
in the drink it went.

29.5” black drum off the sands at the Fenwick Island State Park. He
fished for 5 days before this one took his bait of spot that he had frozen
from last year versus the sand fleas on his other rod.
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Photo
Coming Soon!

MOON DOG

60" Custom Carolina
Capt. Chris Ragni
302-841-0398

MICHAELD

53" John Yank
Capt. Bruce Coffiey 302-593-9372
Capt. Gary Martosella 215-681-5864
michaeldfishing.com

NO LIMIT
SPORTFISHING
45’ Young Brothers
Capt. Jon Azato
302-345-0545
fishnolimitde.com

RUSTY REEL

36" Topaz Sportfish
Capt. Steve McGeehan
717-476-4035

MAKAI
28' Sportsman 282
Capt. Larry Coyle

302-463-3778
makaicharters.com

@& DELAWARE 71k

= YRR QUTDDDR ADVENTRRE STARTE HERE

WAVE I m:sn"

41" John Morgan Sportfish
Capts. Steven, William
& Michael Matarese
302-275-4488

BETSEYANN
35' Cobia
Capt. Richard Parrett
302-381-8535
rackhardsportfishing.com

BY'I'E ME

52" Custom Sportfish
Capt Andy Nowakowski
302-236-2263

o i _ e

1y m -
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CAPT. IKE II

40’ Custom Carolina Express
Capt. Dave Collins
443-497-3232
captikeiicharters.com

WAR HORSE
35" Carolina Classic Express
Capt. Damian Fuscellaro
302-299-0667
warhorsesportfishing.com

REELIN & ROCKIN

52' Hatteras
Capt. Lyon Ellison
443-454-5966

B H\F’

"~ JADE II

40° Jersey Cape
Capt. Butch Brooks
302-218-2776
JADEIl.com

ROOSTER

33' World Cat
Capt: Jefferson Fort
302-233-8981

GAI.E FORCE CHARTERS
27" Maycraft
Capt. Aaron Hurd
302-245-2836
fishgaleforce.com

visit us at DESTATEPARKS .COM

" LI’ MISS ENE

23’ Sea Cat
Capt. Mike Baiocco
484-843-3432

65" HEADBOAT
1/2 Day Fishing
302-226-2214
fishjudyv.com

302-227-3071
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FuII Service Facility

294 Wet and Transient Slips » Working Boat Yard « Slipholder Amenities

Indoor/Outdoor Dry Storage « Gas/Diesel Sales « Bait & Tackle

Monitoring Channels 16 & 9 « 12 Waterfront Cottages & Camping
Waterfront Dining / Boat Bar » Universal Electric Car Charging Station

LEAD FARMER _ ELIZABETHANN  POLE DANCER QUICK DRAW

; 48’ Viking Express 48" Viking 44" Super Sport
5:[:]38: T_:Zmdsi;i;ﬁ 5 Capt. Tom Healy Capt. Mike Martino Capt. Ken Fleetwood
i | g 703-919-0228 302-507-6825 302-668-6689

302-841-2020

quickdrawsportfishing.com

e |
Dme -
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T U e PRIME HOOK UNDAUNTED HOOKED UP

Eé o : ins i ﬂ?{ apin 37" Sunny Briggs 37" Topaz Express 36" Lubrs Convertible
Eg‘;- ﬂ;“1 231; 3 Capt. Hank Draper Capt. Beau Fibelkorn Capt. Brian Ludwig
804-654-16 410-603-4131 302-381-1113 410-984-6461
riversrun.net primehooksportfishing.com skipjacksportfishinginc.com

SPORTY MISS DONNA AC'HON JACKSON CRAB CLAW ADVENTURES
33' Imemsa Panga 29" Aquasport SPORTFISI'“HG 28' Carolina Skiff
Capt. Dan lacangelo Capt. Joe Noble 28' Henriques Pilothouse Express Capt. Natalie O'Neill
856-287-1769 302-740-3731 Capt. Christopher Keller 302-2346-9746 302-260-4347
missdonnasportfishing.com actionjacksonsportfish.com crab-claws.com

58" HEADBOAT
Full Day Fishing —
302-226-2214 3ﬂ2 227-9507 FREE ADMISSION TO THE PUBLIC
flydewey.com

Delaware Seashore State Park - 39415 Inlet Road Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 SN PRV
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Poor Mans Canyon

To report your catch, call the Coastal Fisherman at 410-213-
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Big smiles from Mia and Landyn Archer after their early April trip to Assateague Island. They caught these two black drum and others
while fishing the suds in Chincoteague, VA. Thanks to Fenwick Tackle for the pictures.

TOURNAMENT SERIES
| —2025 SCHEDULE —_

*You do NOT have to be aMember to Participate in this Tournament |

43rd ANNUAL 17th ANNUAL 45th—'ANNUAL

CanyonN Kick OFF * - FEIAEKY RF_}:YDUNA i CHARLES KrATZ & ScoTT SMITH
“HEELs EELS” TOURNAMENT N
M|NG Registration: July 3, 6:30-8:00pm CHALLENGE Cup

To benefit the Marlin Club Crew of
MENT' FREE TO PAID OCMC BOAT MEMBERS OC Scholarship Fund
Fishing Days: (2 of 3) July 4,5 & 6 Registration: July 31, 6:00-8:00pm

Registration: Sept. 10, 6:00-8:00pm
Fishing Days: (2 of 3) Sept. 11,12 & 13
Weigh-Ins: July 4,5 & 6 Fishing Days: (1 of 2) August1 &2 NO WEIGH-INS

5:00-7:30pm at Sunset Marina Weigh-Ins: August 1 & 2 Release reports turned in nightly to
A6th ANNUAL 5:30-7:30pm at Fisherman’s Marina OCMC Clubhouse 6:00PM - 8:00PM

SuaLL BoAT TOURNAMENT. | 215t ANNUAL

e ins Crassic 2ND ANNUAL
e 20, 630-8:00pm [ e S LABOR DAY INVITATIONAL
etration: 22U, O o benefit the Wish-A-Fish Foundation : - ;
Reg],g_-,hatl(?ﬂ- ]Ll'l ' P ‘R(- 'i‘:tratic;r Tuly 18 ﬁ-[]{}t.x-fl[} ‘111(1 Registration: August 28, 6:30 - 8:00pm
. hine Davs: 0_ of '?) }m‘le 21 &22 | gl - i e Fishing Days: (1lof 3) August 29, 30 & 31
Fishing Lays- Fishing Days: (1 or 2 of 2) July 19 & 20 NO WEIGH-INS:
21 & 9 3:00-6: «,ﬂpm | . 1a I : = :
Weigh-Ins: June = o | Weigh-Ins: July 19, 3:00-6:30pm and This is strictly a release tournament.
B at Sunset Marina July 20, 3:00-6:00pm at Sunset Marina §

| Release reports MUST be turned in to OCMC
| Clubhouse on your fishing day BY 8:00PM

2025 OC'MAREIN'CEUB'CORPORATE'SPONSORS

White Marlin Sponsors Blue Marlin Sponsors

Cotistal FShenmie Atlantic General Hospital « BahiaMarina  Alason Electrical Contractors, Inc. « An Optical Galleria « Bank of OC
) ) . Blazeguard « Carey Distributors C&R Electric » Fenwick Furnishings « FMB Laundry « Hook Optics
Consolidated Commercial Services : e :
Decatur Diner « Hall's HVAC Fantasy World Entertainment « Fishin OC Hooper's Crab House « PKS & Company, P.A.
Ocean City Fishing Center Henley Construction « Hooked on OC Premier Flooring Installation « Southern Glazers Wine & Spirits
T Sunsget So—— HR Construction « Rt. 113 Boat Sales Steen & Associates « The Windrow Group
Unscene Productions « Viking Yachts Eastern Shore Marine Surveying & Consulting, LLC

OCMarlinClub.com 410.213.1613 info@ocmarlinclub.com 0OC

Billfish Sponsors
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First Fish for 2025 for bluefm tuna was set early this year. Capt. Chase
Eberle of the charter boat “Chasin Tides” headed out in early January
once the season opened up to chase giants after the great fall bluefin run.
It didn’t take long as he and mate Malakhi Lucas with anglers Ashton
Schoen and Kenny Schoen hooked this 97” and 442 1b. bluefin on January
3rd at the Hambone. Pictured at Talbot Street Pier.

BOAT SIip with LIFT AVAILABLE
for LEASE in WEST 0C

Accommodates 30’-50" Boats
Deep Water
Electric & Water Included
Commercial Harbor with Private Parking
Cleaning Station
Easy & Convenient Access to Slip

LOCATED ACROSS THE STREET FROM SUNSET MARINA

Email: Lbghomes@yahoo.com
or text 302-542-8296

www.coastalfisherman.net

Avid surf fisherman David Moore spent much of April on the beaches
of Assateague Island in good weather and bad! This trip early in the
month saw several black drum including this 28”one. Other trips
saw catches up to 28” for him and his crew. Mostly on sand fleas.

3AZT 9

LOCATIONS

TO SERVE ALL YOUR
BAIT & TACKLE NEEDS!

“LITTLE YELLOW SHACK”
1622 SAVANNAH ROAD, LEWES, DE
302.645.8106

“BIG YELLOW SHACK”
18334 COASTAL HWY, LEWES, DE

Find us on

Facebook @
-

email us at:
jbizz555@gmail.com
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For more information, email us at:

iInNfonorthbay@comcast.net

302-436-4211 To Learn more about Godfrey Boats,
36543 Lighthouse Road Selbyville, DE 19975 visit our website ot NOrthbaymarina.com
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The local Atlantic Coast Sport Fishing Association (ACSA) selected their 2024 Angler of the year in January. Brian Reynolds was awarded both

the Ocean and Bay awards in recognition for catching the biggest fish of most local species. Brian is an avid angler fishing from boat, kayak and

shorelines. He is pictured with ACSA Secretary John McFalls.
[ i ' r
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BLUE MARLIN ¥ v, TN
99" Lower Jaw Fork Length YELLOWFIN TUNA BIGEYE TUNA LDEN TILEFISH
No Retention Limit 27" Curvad Fork Length 277 Curved Fork Length No mﬁgum * 8 per Pirsiﬂl'l.lfdﬂ}l'

3 per person/day Mo Retention Limit

= __,{ r 4

WHITE MARLIN
66" Lower Jaw Fork Length

e SWORDFISH
Mo Retention Limit BLUEFIN TUNA 47" Lower Jaw Fork Length BLUELINE TILEFISH
NOTE: Blue Mariin, White Marlin and 27" to <47" curved fork length 1 per persen [ 4 per vessal (Rec) 5M5-11/14
Roundscale Marlin combined 250 Limit 2 por sy o tel 1 per persen / & per vessel (Charter) 3 per person (Recreational)
1 per parson / 15 per Headboat 5 per parson Uninspected (Charter)

47 to < 73" curved fork length
1 per vessel/day or trip

27" to <47" curved fork length
3 per Charter/day or trip

7 per person Inspacted (Charter)

27" to <47" curved fork len = - g —
DOLPHIN 12 per Headboat/day or mgf.' T ¥
Mo minimum Length .

b 47" to < 73" curved fork length SAILFISH WAHOO
Boat Limit 54 : o
Limit Daily 10 per angler = pec Headhioa/cay or g Minimum Length 63" * No Retention Limit No Minimum Length * 2 per person/day
Ne Minimum Fork Length

S HA RKS Atlantic Sharpnose, Bonnethead NOTE: Only 1 shark from the lists above PROHIBITED SHARKS
54" Minimum Fork Length may be retained per vessal per trip. In Atlantic Angel, Basking, Bigeye Sand Tiger,

Atlantic Blacktip, Bull, Lemon, Nurse, addition, 1 Atlantic Sharpnosa, Bigeye Sixgill, Bignose, Caribbean Reef,

AUTHORIZED st | uiistiimin, | Smagies i
Porbeagle, Finetooth, Atlantic Blacknose may be retained per person per trip. Longfin Make, Narrowtooth, Night, Oceanic

If a hammerhead shark is retained, Whitetip, Sandbar, Sand Tiger, Sevengill,
S PECI ES 78" Minimum Fork Length no tunas, billfish or swordfish may Shortfin Mako, Silky, Sixgill, Smalltail, Whale,

Great Hammerhead, Scalloped be retained. White

Hammerhead, Smooth Hammerhead Rusourcas: ensgulations.com & NOAAgov
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Matt Shoup from Fenwick Bait & Tackle shared this catch by Stephen
Ewing. He ran his boat out to the Stink Beach ares in the Ocean City bay
on Easter Day and boated this 20” keeper flounder using Gulp.

_FENWICK S,
T & TACKLE

101 Coastal Hwy. in Fenwick Island, DE 13344

302.939.7766

FENWICK ISLAND’S

PREMIER BAIT & TACKLE SHOP
— NOSALESTAX! —

e i

FOR ALL YOUR APPAREL NEEDS; CHECK OUT
OUR NEW SISTER STORE “FENWICK OUTFITTERS™ RIGHT NEXT DOOR!

May 7, 2025 Coastal Fisherman Page 53

UPCOMING
TOURNAMENTS

Lewes Harbour Marina Canal Flounder Tournament
May 16 » Lewes Harbour Marina « 302-645-6227

Cast for a Cure Team Surf Fishing Tournament
May 17 « Old Inlet Bait & Tackle « 302-227-7974
Battle for the Buckle

May 29-31 » www.pbroceancity.com

JUNE

3rd Annual Blues for D.U.
June 6-7 ¢ Bahia Marina « 410-289-7438
OC Smackdown Tuna Tournament
TBD « Atlantic Tackle = 410-289-7438

5th Annual Tuna & Tiaras Ladies Tuna Tournament

June 13-14 = Ocean City, MD = 410-212-7159

School’s Out Tuna Tournament

June 18 - 22 « Cape May, NJ + 609-884-2400

10th Annual Indian River Kids Catch-All Tournament
June 20-22 + Indian River Marina « 302-227-3071

46th Annual OCMC Small Boat Tournament

June 21-22 + Ocean City Marlin Club « 410-213-1613

7th Annual Fish N Paddle Saltwater Slam
Kayak Fishing Tournament

June 21-22 « Ocean City, MD « 410-868-5488

JULY

42nd Annual Canyon Kick Off
July 4-6 + Ocean City Marlin Club « 410-213-1613
South Jersey Yacht Sales Offshore Showdown
July 9-12 « Cape May, NJ + 609-884-0177

For complete tournament coverage results, pick
up the Coastal Fisherman every week from May
through September or go to our website at

www.coastalfisherman.net
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The Old Inlet Bait & Tackle Spring Surf Fishing Tournament is a right of
passage for many and is one of the first events of the season. This year’s
event saw a great turn out of 209 participants. While the anglers were P
willing, the fish were not as engaged! When it was all said and done, e e
Karen Alexander of Pequea, PA came out on top of the leaderboard =~ 1&‘:
landing 3 bluefish for the day up to 18” earning $750. All were caught E——

on Conquest Beach near the Indian River Life-Saving Museum using Darren Hooks of Laurel, DE rolled into the parking lot of Old Inlet Bait
a mullet rig. She had entered the tourney so that her grandson Owen & Tackle mid afternoon during the Spring Surf Fishing Tournament. He
could participate. He took top honors in the Youth Division. had brought a nice 20 Ib. and 33” black drum he caught off of Conquest

Beach using sand fleas. That secured him 3rd Place in the Open Division
OLD INLET SPRING SURF [JaSluatic
FISHING TOURNAMENT
RESULTS

OPEN DIVISION

1STPLACE * KAREN ALEXANDER 56 Pts.
2ND PLACE * DAN TERMINI 42 Pts.
3RD PLACE * DARREN HOOKS 33 Pts.
4RD PLACE * JEFF ZUKOWSKI 21 Pts.

KIiDS DIVISION
1STPLACE * OWEN ALEXANDER 20 Pts. * SURF ROD & REEL
2ND PLACE + EVERETHALL 12 Pts. » SPINNING ROD & REEL

LARGEST FISH
DAN TERMINI . 41" STRIPED BASS $1,000

BLUEFISH CALCUTTA
JEFF ZUKOWSKI - 20" BLUEFISH $1,800

- Total Purse - $4,

£ | a1
Our photographers were lucky enough to be on the beach when Jetf
Zukowski of Lewes, DE landed this 4th Place winning 20” bluefish
using mullet. He was at Savage Ditch near the South Faithful Steward
crossing and earned a combined total of $1,950 in prize monies. This
one was released to swim another day.
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and better fishing in February, so he and his family headed south to Costa Monica and Travis Rust kicked off the 2025 flounder season in the
Rica. On this trip aboard the “Kelly Dawn” he and daughter Geo caught Lewes Canal catching this flatfish there in mid April, the first of the
and released 10 pacific sailfish in a single day. year. Pictured at Lewes Harbor Marina.

BAIT - TACKLE - FUEL - MARINE SUPPLIES

p—

\"x\ o \\\:.\\_.'_L:\: T

FUEL UP, grab some BAIT
and FISH ON!

OC FUEL 247

at Harbour Island

Ewes HARBOUR varins T,

Non-Ethanol Gas & Low Sulfur Diesel — — = gl olssethafi iy

24 Hour Service For Larger Orders

(410) 289-3835

OC Fuel 247 at Harbour lsland f
14th Street & the Bay
FUEL DOCK OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! @

$.05 OFF FREE

EACH GALLON OF GAS OR DIESEL 7LB BAG OF ICE WITH GAS OR
E DIESEL PURCHASE

Lis

LewesHarbourMarinaDE.com « 217 Anglers Road , Lewes, DE - 302 6456227
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VIRGINIA °

FISHING REPORT

by Capt. Matt Abell

Well the days arelonger, the
grass is greener, the water
is warmer, and the Eastern
Shore fishing opportunities
are growing by the tide.
It doesn’t matter if you
want your toes in the sand
while your bait is in the
break, or you are enjoying
a beautiful sunset over the
tranquil Tangier in hopes
of a golden spot-tail that’s
only rivaled by the serene
solar skedaddle happening
right before you eyes...the
Eastern Shore can fill your
plate!

The  seaside  flounder
fishing has been anything
but “Flat” with anglers
enjoying some of the
best fishing we’ve seen
in years. The ebb tide is
providing good action as

V|RG|

BLACK SEA BASS
13" minimum / 15 per person/day
May 15 - July 15
August 4 - December 31

CROAKER

MNe minimum
50 per person/day All Year

STRIPED BASS
28-31"
1 per person/day
1/1-3/31 & 5/16-12/

fish aggressively engage
Sea Hawk flounder rigs
tipped with gulp swimming
mullets and sweetened
with a big bull minnow and
/ or silverside. The fish
have been found around
clear water in depths of 2 to
15 feet. We have had good
reports from Chincoteague
down to Quimby as anglers
fill their limits (or at least
their dinner plates) with

flavorful fillets with a
consistency that proves
that this fishery is no
FLUKE!

Elsewhere on the shores of
the Atlantic, surf fishermen
fight the trophies of spring
though the suds and sand.
A chunk of peeler crab or
sand fleas on a modified
fishfinder , or hi-low rig

BLUEFISH
Mo minimum
3 per person/day or
5 per person/day headboat All Year

L '“-J}"_- B
>

RED DRUM
18-26" minimum
3 per person/day All Year

FLOUNDER
4 per person/day All Year
1/1 - 5/31 - 16"
&/1-12/31 - 17.5"

adorned with stout circles
are all that is required to
apply for some salty, and
more so, sandy satisfaction.
Rock and black drum have
dominated the dunes with
some fish tightening lines
and creating memories as
only tenacious trophies
can.

The Chesapeake is about
to explode with excellent
experiences for Eastern
Shore enthusiasts. The start
of the crab shed signifies
the start to a shallow water
spectacular of the sounds.
Black drum have been
tairly prevalent on hard
oyster rocks while reds
and rock have been spotted
searching for softcrabs
in the grassy shallows. A
chunk of softcrab or peeler

BLACK DRUM
16" minimum
1 per persen/day All Year

SHEEPSHEAD
Mo minimum
4 per parson/day All Year

TAUTOG
16" minimum
4 per person/day
1/1-5M15 & 7M1-12/31

have coerced these brutes
to the boat. Just remember
that rock season doesn’t
start till the middle of
may. So if you happen
to encounter these super
charged striped spawners,
release them gently so they
may stretch a line another

day!

The lower Eastern Shore
has also had so great black
drum fishing. Anglers on
both seaside and bayside
soak clams on fishfinder
rigs in hopes of battling a
bellowing bruiser. If you
want a little more sport,

than the shallows, surf
and shoals of the southern
Barrier Islands have

provided some red action
that is second to none!

So don’t worry about the
yard or cutting the grass.
Grab your family, fishing
buddy, the dog, or even
the wife if need be and get
out there and enjoy this
wonderful place we call
home!

NIA' REGULATION
 STATE WATERS ONLY _

COBIA
43" minimum / Only 1=50"
1 per person/day * 2 per boat/day
&5 - 9/20

SPECKLED TROUT
14" minimum
5 per person/day All Year
Only 1>24"

WEAKFISH
12" minimum
1 per person/day All Year

eregulations.com
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The Eastern Shore of Vlrglrua is always a hot spot for summer

flounder and the action there starts weeks before Delmarva. EESEEE : : s

Brian, JD and John Behe headed down in the middle of Apriland Cole and Jack Altemose from Pennsylvama were ”Sea Hawk Sports Center
crushed the flounder bite out of Wachapreague. They hooked Jr Prostaffers” on their trip with Capt. Matt Abell, landing a couple of nice
these 10 keeper flounder using Gulp and minnows. Chincoteague flounder

INTRINSIC YACHT & SHIP

EM 0 jm ﬂ EEFIUIEI)("#

& OPEN HOUSE

Join us dockside outside Teasers Bar at Sunset
Marina for a hands-on Demo Day—then swing
by our Ocean City office to check out in-stock
models and learn about our top-rated service.

MAY 10TH | TEASERS BAR

10AM - 2PM SUNSET MARINA

TAKE THE HELM OF TODAY'S TOP MODELS AND ENJOY EXCLUSIVE
DEMO DAY PRICING—ALL IN THE HEART OF WEST OCEAN CITY.

SCHEDULE YOUR
SEA TRIAL TODAY!

¢, 410.263.9288
@ INTRINSICYACHT.COM

12734 SUNSET AVE.
OCEAN CITY, MD 21842
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Another First Fish was caught unseasonably early this year. Angler
Richard Harpel found a warm day in late January to get out on the
Indian River Bay. He caught this 30” in the slot striper as well as another
using a 4” white strike king paddle bait on a 1/4 oz. jig head.

.\;

e A

UCEANICimYRINLET]

TIDES & MOON PHASES

WED. MAY 7

THUR. MAY 8

FRI. MAY 9

SAT. MAY 10

SUN. MAY 11

MON. MAY 12

Full Moon

TUE. MAY 13

High 05:27 am
High 05:46 pm

High 06:04 am
High 06:27 pm

High 06:36 am
High 07:05 pm

High 07:08 am
High 07:41 pm

High 07:43 am
High 08:17 pm

High 08:21 am
High 08:54 pm

High 09:00 am
High 09:33 pm

High 09:40 am
High 10:12 pm

Low 11:16 am
Low 11:39 pm

Low 11:58 am
Low ———

Low 12:30 am
Low 12:35 pm

Low 01:16 am
Low 01:09 pm

Low 01:57 am
Low 01:40 pm

Low 02:35 am
Low 02:11 pm

Low 03:12 am
Low 02:43 pm

Low 03:49 am
Low 03:17 pm

source: usharbors.com

Add 1.5 hours for bay tides at the Rt. 50 Bridge.
Indian River Inlet - add 25 minutes to high tide

Delaware Bay Entrance - subtract 1 hour 25 minutes to high tide
- subtract 45 minutes to low tide

Wachapreague, VA - add 4 minutes for high tide - 21 minutes for low tide

Quinby Inlet, VA - subtract & minutes for high tide

These tices are only meant to be a guide, as tides can be affected by storms and weather fronts.

: = S
The first summer flounder of the year is always highly anticipated. This
year’s angler was Rick Gorsuch. He caught this 182" keeper on April 4th
in the Thorofare using white Gulp on a Deadly Double pink top & bottom
rig. He was in good company that day with Paul Musser Jr. who caught
the first flounder of 2024 and Paul Musser. Congrats to Rick!

—— KOHRCRABBINGSUPPLIESCOM ——

KSHR'S

OUTDOORS

YOUR ONE STOP SUPPLY SHOP

 TROTLINES & KITS - ROPE & BUNGEE - POTS & TRAPS

DIPNETS & HOOKS - BASKETS & LIDS - PROPSTICKS
INSHORE FISHING TACKLE - LIVE BAIT - SPICES

APPAREL & MUCH MORE!

35265 ATLANTIC AVE. - MILLVILLE, DE 3024705779
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Despite having members that belong to both clubs, there has always been a friendly rlvalry between the Ocean Clty Marhn Club (OCMC) and the Ocean
City Light Tackle Club (OCLTC). So much so that they have a Shoot Out every year to see who comes out on top. After a few years in the Ocean City area
with several weather cancellations and other challenges, they jointly decided to move the event to Buena Vista Sportfish Lodge in Iztapa, Guatemala 3
yearsago. Thisyear’seventsaw 16 angler participate and for the first time in the event’s history, the OCMC won. So they are 1 for 6 compared to the OCLTC!
This year’s top angler was OCMCs President Ryan Freese with 1500 points (top left with Pat Svehla). The 2nd Place winner was OCLTCs Jay Depotter
with 1200 points (also pictured with Pat). Filling out the leaderboard in 3rd Place was OCLTC’s John Carbone with 1100 points. The picture above is the
full group - OCMC members Pat Svehla, Bobby Wimbrow, Andy Baxter/ Ashley Teilborg, Randy Bode, Grady Hearn, Ken Thompson, Mike Tenudo,
and President Ryan Freese; OCLTC members Jay Depotter, John Carbone, Brian Light, Wahne Six, Randy Deleon, Mike Sparco, Jim Giles and Susy.
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\TOURNAMENT scenewvacur(ss6.639.9222)

TournamentYachtSales.com

TI.586.9841 612626726 226529 SE1LN8A82

R di

PRODUCER - 2020 46’ CTS Seahunter 2022 42' Freeman

Call Colton Cunningham

nad. ¥ 2 _4@1!3004:*0 00

o

445425,

1985 47 Hil‘lﬁ-l’il‘lﬂf
Call Ronnie Fields

|

2021 46' Valhalla
Call Colton Cunningham

2003 38' Fountain
Call Terry Layton

2005 39’ Midnight Express
Call Jimmy Fields

2008 32 Grady White 2003 32 Regulator
Call Jimmy Fields Call Austin Ensor

RENEGADE - 2022 56' Jarrett Bay BIG BOOTY - 2006 61 Blackwell CHAMPAGNE ROOM - 1998 53 Viking
Call Jimmy Fields Call Mark Pagano Call Jimmy Fields
i : i — o -'. e w._‘r_"..- : i——“! IME i
B ey L : : iy

2015 54' Wesmac 2023 41’ SeaHunter WOODCUTTER - 2000 56 Custom
Call Austin Ensor Call Jimmy Fields Carolina East Bay - Call Jeff James

$4i75,000000 5 .

I

o ST

n .J‘ﬁ.- =

..!',.!.- = W haai .

$699,5001

201842 H(B

FULL CIRCLE - 1984 50’ Buddy Davis
Call Joe Crawford

Call Jeff James

2006 40° Topaz Express
Call Terry Layton

White
Call Austin Ensor

2006 36'Gra

1996 36 . peﬁ:ﬂnmhq:ms

2014 37" Grady White
Call Chris Workmon

Call Austin Ensor |

28 Judge Chesapeake
Call Austin Ensor

2006 31" Yellowfin
Call Chris Workmon

Ocean City, MD - Palim Bea

ch, FLL - Outer Banks, NC

9090
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